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PREFACE, 



IT is with much relu6lance, I 
lay before the world the 
following Narrative, as it ex- 
pofes the unfortunate men, 
whofe fate, as a Chriftian, I la- 
ment j and as once being a ten- 
derly beloved hufband, and e- 
fteemed brother, I could ^^^ 
wifh to fpare from further re- 
proach j but the lituation to 
which their machinations have 
reduced me, and the injurious 

falfe 
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falfe accufations contained in 
tileir defence, compel me to 
vindicate myfelf, by giving a 
fair, true detail of fa6ls, and by 
fo doing fubmit my cafe tathe 
candid, judicious public; in full 
confidence of THEIR impartial 
iuliice and generous induleence 
t& me wtaknels-'o! a woman; , 
^fe felitude of ^'syhofe o.wi^ 
heart, riaturally m'ade her^W-' 
fu(pici6us^ of fraud or falfliaod 
m •othei's.' Betrayed by fpe- 
cibus^ 'profcfTions and appa- 
rent bf^nour^ and- by the utc- 
(iffible'infllLtence of the tendereft 
affe^mn-, I fatally confided my 

4'^^AMIi:, my FORTUNE, and 
HAPPINESS to Mr. Perre^u; 
who in return, has, with umex'- 

ampled 



f It E F A C E. viJ 

^mplecl bafenefs and black in- 
gratitude, robbed me of ALL 
thofe iiieftimabie bleflings, and 
configiied me to incparabie mi- 
fery, and the moft cruel, unde- 
ferved misfortunes. 

I fhall be as concife as pof- 
libie, and only relate circum- 
iiances pertinent to the matter 
in queftion, with indifpenfable 
remarks. T R U T H is m/ 
fubjea. My ftile is as fimple 
as myftbry J equally free from 
fophiftical politions and logical 
arguments. In one word, I 
have not the INVENTION of 
a Perreau, nor the elegant pen 
of a K— y, to decorate my de- 
fence ; I truft entirely to plain 
told unadorned TRUTHS and 



con- 
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confclous INNOCENCE : fup 
ported by them, I feel a forti- 
tude, a ray of hope, which in- 
fpires me with expe6lation, that 
my Cafe will meet with the credit 
its'ftri6l veracity defervesj and 
in confequence regain me that 
juftice and reputation which the 
wicked combinations and falfe* 
hoods o{ felf-interejied enemies 
at prefent deprive me of. 

M. C RUDD. 
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THE 

CASE 

o t 

Mrs. R U D D, 

AS RELATED BY HERSELF* 



THE confpiracy formed againft my life by 
Meffrs. Perreaus ; the detainer of all my 
Wearing apparel, and every other part of my pro- 
perty ; that is to fay, jewels, plate, china, houfe- 
hold linen, and furniture, whereby I am left to- 
tally deftitute, with three children, of even the 
cammon neceflaries of life, will, I hope, be con- 
fidercd by the world a juft caufe for my laying 
before them the following narrative of fadls^ which 
nothing lefs than the injuries I have fuftained 
could extort from me. 

There is a certain fort of people whofe cenfure 
I ever did, and ever Ihall, confider the higheft 
praife* The wickednefs and infamy of my ac- 
cufers deeds, and their whole treatment of, and 
'behaviour to me, will bcft fpeak my innocence 
and their euilt^ 

^ B CASE. 
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CASE. 

When I declared on my examination, that Mr. 
D. Perrcaii has had 13,000!. of my money, be- 
fidcs plate and jewels, I fpokc within the fnm I 
really poffefled ; rather chufing to fay it was lefs, 
than more. How that fum has been expended, 
I will, as well as I can^ rccollctt,— truly and un- 
referv^dly relate. 

Firft, at the time of the convention, Mr. Per- 
reau loll in Change- Alley . 1300I. which lofs I 
paid. 

In March following, paid Mr. Portis, broker, 
800I. which ftock Mr. Robert Pcrreau managed 
in Daniel's abfence. 

Spent that fummer, in Paris, during our re- 
fidence there, 700I. 

I ga^e Mr. Daniel Perreau, in autumn, 1771, 
1400I. which he told me he gave Meffrs. Kecble 
and Sadlier, infurance-brokers, to infure the war. 
I tinderftood Mr. Sadlier afterwards, that the- 
whole premiums were loft r'^ that had he gained J 
the profits were to be equally Ihared w^ith Robert ] 

Perreaii and Colonel . I gave him at dif-] 

ferent times, to pay his various private debts, not| 
lefs than loool. 

Paid his fifter Sufan and Efther Perreau, at;^ 
fundry times^ 800I. which fum he had from me,1 
to pay them a debt contrafted prior to my kiiovV- 
ledgeof him. 

* It was the agreement of their jobbing tranfaftions, 
that Daniel paid all lofles, hut Robert to have half the 
profits which he always had, nnlefs at thofe times 
when Colonel — had the third fliare of them. 

I 
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I alfo gave him to pay Mr. Faki^y, of Joh:^^ 
StT€€ty Clcrkenwell, 300L which fum I. paid, but 
ff)und out afterwards, that he paid Mr. Fakney at 
different times, and that his bond was lefs than. 
300I. It was given him by Mr. D. Peri^cau, 
prior to his baakrupcy, and for a lofs in the 
Alley • In April lyyz, he came to me one even- 
ing where I was on a vifit, he appeared much af- 
flicted, and told me that he was greatly dlftretled 
for 500!. to pay Meifrs, Gcmniels, of the- city, 
who had arrelled him fome months before, and 
his brother with anodier friend had bailed him ; 
that the bail was out, and confequently his brother 
anfvverable ; conjured me to afliit him, to prevent 
the trouble this affiiir inuft give to all his family, 
and begged my pardon fur deceiving me in the 
preceding November, when he had got from me 
400I. to pay that very debt, buthadufed It other- 
ways; the fliid 400!. I have included in the 
loool. I charge his private debts with. I felt 
the cruelty and unfeeling injuflice of this conduct 
tov/ards me, and anf^^^crcd with the w^armcft re-* 
raonllrances and reproach ; faid,'I had no money, 
not would I give any ; he then afked for my > 
jewels, vowed he would have the money fome, 
way or other, upon which I threw him the key of 
my jcv/el-box, and laid, if you arc fo totally loft 
tp principle, and regard for' me, as to prevail 
uponyourfelf to pledge my jewels, ypu may ; or, 
words to that effect. He did pavvn them with one 
Brown, a pawnbroker;- I afterwards rede^mtd 
tiicni of Mr. Gates, of Littic Bedford-Street, ia 
the Strand ; Gates had them from Brov/n -on his 
quieting bufinefs* They were pledged- for SiS^» 
Kir. Gemmers bo'nd, I iieafd, with inrercft, was 
B2 " only 
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only 470I. given for a lofs in the Alley. In 
autumn^ 1772, I gave him nioney to pay Mr* 
Elliot, alaceman, of Taviftock-Street, for a wo- 
man who goes by the name of Mifs Hill/* and 
which he made me then believe he had received 

from Mr. O— - for her ufe, but was necef- 

fitated to ufe it for his own private purpofes ; and 
begged me to reimburfe, to prevent her expofing 

him to Mr. O In December, 1772, 

when I went to Scotland, I left with him in caft 
fifteen hundred pounds, and one hundred and fifty 
to pay for our coach then building — 1650I. — 
which money was all loft in ftock-jobbing in my 
abfence ; alfo, on my return I found the greateft 
part of the plate and my wearing apparel pawned. 
I was obliged to borrow feventy pounds from Mr. 
Stewart, a firft coufin of mine, (who came from 
Scotland with' me) to redeem my cloaths and 
plate, untill I could call in feme money of my 
own. I gave Mr. Daniel Perreau that fummer to 
pay * Mr. Greenfield, the broker, four hundred 
pounds; and likewife Mr. Sapertas the Jew, one 
hundred and fifty pou^ds, 550I. Paid the entire 
expences of houfe-keeping, family, and perfonal 
expences of all forts, for near four year^, which 
muft, I think, at the loweft plculation amount 
to 3500I. 

There'is befides the above account, tl^e board, 
education, clothes, &c. of the aforefaid Mifs 

• That Mjfs Hill lived with» and is the reptited 
fifter of the late notorious Lucy Cells, whom fame 
re}X)rted was kept by the before-mentioned Mr. 

Q J and from thence I j>refume arofe Mr. D. 

Perreau's intimacy with, and care of this reputable 

f"'""- Hill, 
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Hill, which he cob(Iu*u'v p^uJ and remitted tor 
Mr. La Roche, of Su Omcr, In France, for a 
year and halt aher niy iiviiig with him, under the 

pretext that he did it for Mr. O- , and that 

m himfelf was only the oftenhble donor ; alfo the 
ipany expcnfive prefents, money, and other 

tilings, Re. made to Colonel , and all and 

livery part of his own family, during thefirft four 
years ; which tranfaftions, prefents, and ex- 
pences, were paid for with, and from my money, 
which I can aver, and will, if required, make 
oath of. 

From the above fafts, it muft appear he had 
from me, ;.nd of mine, what I have therein fpecl- 
•jfied. ^ cannot pretend to exactly afcertain the 
fum it coft in houfe-keeping, therefore may have 
calculated more or lefs than it really was. I beg 
to obfervc, that during the time mentioned, he 
fold, at different periods, jewels of mine to a 
confiderable amount, which will ftand againft 
anfwering the expences, tranfliftions, &c. which 
I can affix no certain charge to. 

Nothing lefs than the evident premeditated con- 
fpiracy of MelTrs. Perreaus againft my life, and 
Daniers moft dilhonourable, unexampled wick* 
ednefs, and difowning my being his wife, thereby 
difgracing me and his infants, and reducing us to 
beggary, could have extorted from me any ex- 
pofure, or word, that would even tend to defame 
or hurt him ; but wrongs like mine, ftrike too 
deeply at every human feeling to be borne with 
iilent refignation. Nature and rcafon call upon 
me to explain my injuries, and by giving a true, 
candid, and attcftetl account of myfelf and con- 
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du£l:, Aibmit my juftification to the generous Im- 
parrial public. 

The nmBcrous falfe calumnies induftrioiifly pro- 
pagated by the Perreau's family, and their ad- 
herents, I pledge myfelf to refute as foon as I am 
able to recollett and recover myfelf a little more, 
from the extreme Ihock my mind has lb recently 
fufFered. -My ftory is very fimple, eafily told,^ 
and as eafily proved. > My motives for confiding 
my honour, perfon, and fortune, to Mr, Perfeau, 
were foiindv^d. oil -the moft tender faithful afiTec- 
tion for him, and the delicate powerful .fenfe I 
fclt of the duty I owed him as his wife, » (for as 
fuch i ever have confidered myfeff.x:nd aQ:ed);and 
the unbounded confidence I had iq his mutual love^. 
mtegrity, and honour. My eyes were opened to' 
Lis want of all thefe fcntiments, when too late to 
retreat from him, without cxpofmg myfelf and 
children to reproachand indigence.-— A dreadful: 
alternative to chufe ; happy, however, would it 
have been for mc had I embraced it ; I ftiould 
then have efcaped the fnare laid for my life, the 
horrors and ihame of a prifon, and the more ex- 
cruciating mifcry of being expofed like a Crimt-. 
nn\ at the bar of Juftice ; the incxprcfiible rnguifli 
of fixh a fituation, is more eafily conceived than 
cxpreiicd ; indeed no language could give an ade- 
quate idea of my feelings ; let thofe who pofiefs 
liiee fenfibilities, a genteel mind^ and feeling 
heart, judge of, and pity me. * 

Mrs. Robert Pcrreau may recollect I have often 
faid, that I could forgive an injury, but not an* 
intended infult; therefore her afiedting now to be: 
affronted at my being introduced tp, and livings 
with her in the familiar intercourfe of a filter-in- 

law, 
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law, together with the vile falflioods flie reports of 
my having lived with a gentleman, and tricking 
him (that is her elegant phrafe) out of confidera-f 
ble fums, is both weak and wicked ; fiie knew Z 
was not married to her brother. I think it her 
highell merit to faj^, Ihe did, and that her heart 
and head were good enough to overcome a {\x\o\t 
prejudice in my favour; who from her knowlcdo*e 
ot every circumftance relative to me and my con- 
dudt, even from my birth to that period, muft be 
convinced I was juftly intitled to her grcateft rei^ 
peft and efteem. The daughter of a man of fa- 
Ihion, nobly dcfcended and as nobly allied ns I 
am, could be no degrading alliance to" any fami- 
ly ; to fo private a one as theirs it certainly was 
a very great honour. The gentleman flic has 
mentioned me with in fo falfe and fcandalous a. 
manner, will, as a man of honour and veracity^^ 
publicly declare at a proper time the iAClre falfity 
of this malicious contemptible afperfion. 

It has bceh erroneoufly faid in the newfpaper^, 
that on my examination I declared mvfelf the 
daughter of a Scotch Nobleman ; I never faid^ or 
intimated the like (and beg it m:iy be contradi^ft- 
ed) I am the daughter of an untitled man of fa- 
Ihion in the real and true fignification of the word, 
and am infinitely too proud even to wifli myfelf 
defcended from any other l^mily than that which 
I have the honour to derive my birth from, be- 
ing convinced there are very few fo noble—ncnc 
more. 

Did I wifli myfelf revenged of the Perreaus, I 
Ihould be amply fo in the bale, contemptible 
falfities, they daily propagate and get conveyed to 
the public by anonymous letters. Such condwd: 

muft 
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muft to every intelligent pcrfon fliew them and 
their caufe in a true light : I aflure them, with the 
utmoft finccrlty that I defpife their bafe machina- 
tions, and pity the ihocking depravity of their 
hearts. Poor miftaken people ! What pains they 
take to expofe themfelves ! I do, and ever muft-< 
with the keeeneft anguifli, lament my credulity 
and misfortune in having confided the moft inefti- 
xnable bleffings in life ; honour and fortune, to a 
man, who in return to fuch exalted generofity and 
faith, the pureft, the moft unbounded afteftion, 
has, with unparalleled villainy, and black ingra- 
titude, combined againft my life; ^plotted ^to 
bring me to an ignominious death, in a mode^ 
and for reafons which humanity muft Ihudder atj 
and what one Ihould imagine the moft hardened 
villain could not have been bad enough to put in 
praftice ; defamed me and his children ; reduced 
us to indigence and irreparable niifery* The dif- 
cerning, good part of mankind will beft charade- 
rize and judge of this condud:, while confcience,' 
(a faithful monitor) will, I doubt not, yet wound 
liim deeply for the wrongs he has loaded mewith^ 
«^ A guilty mind needs no accufer;" to that and 
his own refieftions I confign him. 

I have always faid that I never thought Daniel 
Perreau, a man of fortune. When we came toge- 
ther, he told me his income was joo 1. a yeary 
. (the principal lodged in the funds) ; this inferi- 
ority of fortune gave me pleafure, as it afforded 
me an opportunity of proving the difinterefted- 
nefs of my attachmet)t, and the fupreme felicity 
of obliging him, by a delicate, well-timed gene- 
rofity. The manner more than the gift confers 
the obligation. My feelings on this pO'nt ha^^e 

ever 
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fcvcr been fo refined, that while he preferved even 
the fhadow of decorum in his frequent calls tor 
money, I ftudied to know his wants to relieve 
thcmunafked, and thereby fparc his and my own 
fenfibility the pain of difcuffing fo unpleaiing a 
tonic. In his happinefs I placed mine ;_ I there- 
fore valued fortune but in proportion as it contri- 
buted to his eafe and credit. t r 
From the moment we lived together, 1 conii- 
dcred myfelf in every fenfe his wife, (there was 
a reafon why it was impdffible fof us to be mar- 
ried^ and praftifed the virtues and duties ot one 
in the fulleft fenfe. I defy the molt rigid mcety 
to point out any inftance oraftion in my condua, 
wherein I was not the affcftionate, taithful wife ; 
the tender, good mother ; the generous friend, 
and refpedted acquaintance. 

Whilft I was charged with domeftic matters, . 
(which was near four years) I managed our ta- 
mily with great frugality; attempted no parade 
nor finery beyond the reach of my financcSj and 
paid all tradef-people within my departnient, 
punftually ; nor can malice itfelf difprove what I 
hear affert, or any part of my ftory; Truth and 
incontrovertible fads will ever prevail over falie- 
hood and fabricated fcandal ; upon that folid ba- 
fis I found and reft my juftificltion.^ I am not 
the firft woman of charaftcr, who, (without being 
an ideot) has been deceived by fpccious protcf- 
fions and appearances, or fuffcred the tcndercft of 
all fentiments to fubdac her reafon, artd lull her 
prudence ; but I believe, 1 am the only one who 
Sver was treated with fuch unmerited treachery, 
hypocrify, and cruel wickednefs ; let me hop^e. 
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for the honour of human nature, that there does 
not cxift another Daniel Perreau. 

In a former letter I have given a true account 
of all money matters which belonged to me, or 
that I was any way concerned in; I fliall now 
proceed to a detail of what I know of the Per- 
reaus, at the time, and fince they have received 
me as Daniel's wife, 'till which period I faw none? 
of them except Robert, him I fcarcely fpokc to, 
having conceived a mean opinion of him from his 
ftock-jobbing with my property (as I have before 
mentioned); confcious of my fupcriority, and that 
whenever it was convenient for me to reveal my- 
Iclf, they muft fee and fed them and their bro- 
ther : I^ was quite indifferent about wrhat their 
ideas might be, in my concealed Hate, 

Near the conclufion of Summer, 1772, I firft 
acquainted my uncle Stewart of my fituatlon with 
Mr. Perreau ; upon which he immediately wrote 
me, reprefenting in the moil affefting, parental 
terms, the imprudent impropriety of "my attach- 
ment,_ that fliould it ever, from defign or' chance, 
be dilcovered an illicit conncftion, the difgrace it 
would refled: on me ; that my fortune being inde- 
pendent, and fufficicnt to fupport me in elegance, 
I was totally inexcufable ; andunlcfs I made my- 
felf an alien and outcafl: for ever to my friends and 
family, I muft inftantly determine cither to quit 
Mr, Perreau and return to my family, or declare 
ourfelves married ; in either cafe, he would be re* 
conciled to, and receive me with refped:. 

At this period I was a mother, part of my for- 
tune fquanderefi, my heart ftiU devoted to Daniel, 
to which the forcible endearing tie of father to my 
child, contributed much ; therefore, maternal' 

duty, 
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duty, love and difcretion, fixed my choice of the 
latter. 

Agreeable to this, I went to Edinburgh, in De- 
Gember 1 77a, where my uncle Stewart and his fa- 
mily met me ; there I not only faw, and was ca- 
refled by my relations, but alio acquired many 
friends, perfons of the firft ftnfe and confequence, 
whom I can take upon mc to aver, both refpcftcd 
and loved me ; nor can I fuppofe they will now 
do otherwifc, as their eftccm arofc from a know- 
ledge of the excellencies of my heart and difpo- 
tion, and what they were pleafcd to term the 
amiablcncfs of my manners; qualities, whicK 
neither villainy nor misfortune can rob me of. 

The loffes Incurred in the fcocks in my abfence, 
and the diftrefsful ficuation I found Mr. Pcrreau 
in at my return, in confequence of them, drove 
me almofl to diftracftion. A mere trifle, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, of my fortune now remained. 
Indigence and Ihamc flared mc in the face. In 
fliort, I was every way ruined. For after the 
ftep I had juft taken with my family, on what 
pretext could I feparate from Mr. Pcrreau ? And 
how could he maintain me and our children ? (we 
then had two). At laft, as the only thing to be 
dcyifed, he agreed, on my. paying certain debts, 
which would prcferve his credit, that with the re- 
fidue he would commence flock-broker. Howe- 
ver, this plan required time to ncgociatc and put 
in prafticc, efpecially as he propofcd going into 
partnerfhip with fome eftabliflied onc.f Humili- 
ating as this mufl appear to a woman of elegance, 
cruel neccffity not only obliged mc to afient, bur. 
view it in an advantageous light, a$ z refource 
I from penury and reproach. 

It 
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It is a well known truth, that the fufferings of 
the mind will powerfully affeft the body : th^^ 
was my cafe. A feries of afflifting events had, 
ever fince my living with Mr. Perreau, tortured, 
and kept me in a ftatc of diftreffing agvfation, 
which gradually impaired my health. I was 
much indifpofed all that fummer, ( 1 773-) .^ 
latter end of Auguft he went to Pans wxt^i twp 
gentlemen, (as he faid) on purpofe to form an in- 
timacy with them, whereby he ftiould befurniftied 
■with undoubted good intelligence to jobb upon ; 
likcwife" to fettle a plan of correfpondence there 
with fome private friends of his. 
" In his abfence, a relation, who knew me from 
my infancy, came to vifit me ; a man of fine lenle, 
great experience, intelligent and penetrating ; he 
told me Mr Perreau's real cirqumftances, his cha- 
racter, and whole condudt. This was the very 
firft intimation I ever had of bis bankruptcy : In 
one word, he fully proved, that Daniel had made 
a prey of ray money to gamble and fortune-hunt 
with ; that during the firft two years of our con- 
nexion, he particularly addreffed three ladies of 
confiderable fortunes, which he and his family had 
praftifcd every poffible art and means to fucceed 
with. Admonilhed i^e to exert myfelf, as A 
« was now his declared wife, known univerfally 
« as fuch, ^nd to have henceforth a P/opc"- •«^[-- 
« courfe with his family, which would effeftually 
«' prevent any of the like atteippts in future. 
« Eeinsfo nicely circumftanccd, 1 tpuft endca- 
« vbur to forget the paft, and make the beft ot 
« evils I could not redrefs. To effed which, it 
« was abfolutely proper to be no longer duped by 
<« his artifices ; to fee with mine own eyes, and 
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'f aft from the didatcs of my own reafon." 
Shocked and amazed beyond expreffion at thcfe 
difcoveries, I was deprived of the power of ut- 
terance, and could only thank my kind advifer 
with tears, Roufed now to examine as far as 
poffible into P/s affairs, I looked in the drawer 
which contained his private papers, there I faw 
his certificate figned the 4th of May, 1770, and 
many other things that convinced me fully of the 
truths I had juft heard- This piercing ftrokc en- 
tirely dcftroyed the little health I had, and hur- 
ried me Into a dangerous confumption. Robert 
P. at this period came often to fee me, though 
preiudiced m his disfavour, from the caufe I have 
before affigned : upon a more intimate acquaint- 
ance, I found him fenfible and well-bred ; the 
World fpoke him a man of integrity and difcre- 
tion, much eftecmcd, and of great reputation in 

ills profefEon, 

■ I therefore, without hefitation, gave him a 
(candid, circumftantial detail of every thing re- 
lative to myfelf and hi§ brother ; I even related 
what had happened between Mr. Rudd and me ; 
his profligacy, infanity, and the perfonal abufes 
1 received from him, which occafioned our final 
feparation. He feemcd much affeftcd at the me- 
lancholy recital, and with apparent finccrity, re- 
plied, '' He was infinitely furprifed, nay,fhockcd, 
at his brother's behaviour, which was highly 
reprehenfible; that Daniel Perreau had always 
been fo referved about me, that though he faw 
fhere was fomewhat unufual and myftenous in 
the connedion, he reftraincd bis cunofity, and 
avoided alking any queftions of him upon the 
fubjcdt." ^^ 
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He pmteflcd, with regard to money tranfac, 
tions Darnel had given him to underftand, he made 
a capital fum at the convention of Falkland 
illands; of courfc, he thought it was the faid 
money he played with, and lived upon from that 
time to this ; affurcd mc of his beft fervices, and 
that he would exprefs his fcntiments very freely to 
L>aniel, and endeavour to bring him to a juft 
fenfe of the refpeft and grateful afFeftion due to 
me ; hkewife confult his wife how to account for 
our marriage being fo long a fccrct, to prevent 
impertinent furmifcs. This behaviour very juftly 
impreiTed me with the beft opinion of the good! 
nels of his heart and underftanding. 

From that moment, until the affair of the bond, 
and the confpiracy againft my life, I felt for him 
the grcatcfteftccm and fifterly afft-aion, upon all 
occafions. Till then he difcovcred the like for 
me ; treated me with fo much tendernefs and at- 
tentive care in my illnefs; fpokc every where fo 
handfomely of me, that I really would have done 
any thing that could not touch my life or honour, 
to oblige and for ve him. 

I Hkewife, till the late affair, found Mrs. Per- 
reau extremely amiable, fincere, and unaffcftcd. 
Lxclufiye of relationfhip, I greatly eftecmed and 
ioved her; and we lived on the moft friendly 
terms : howfhe now prevails upon herfelf to pro- 
pagate detcftable and indelicate untruths, is a 
pecies of mean depravity in her which exceedingly 
lurpnfes mc. . °' 

When D--. P — returned from France, the 
beginning of Oftober, I was fo ill, that Dr. 
Brooke advifcd the country air, and flrift regimen, 
as the onlj- means to fave me. We went to Kentifh 

Towtij 
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Town, ftaia there till near Chriftmas. Here 
Daniel fnewed much contrition for his pall errors- 
made the nioft folemn proteftations of an entiro 
rek)rmatioD j cxprcHld fuch tender forrow formv 
fuffernigs and indifpofition ; attended, watched 
ov-er me with fuch atfeaionate affiduitv, that 
I forgotevcrythingdiragrccable,and only thought 
ot, and felt his prefent goodnefs. But this hap. 
pinels loon vaniflied. ^ 

I continued dangcroufly ill all the Winter. 
I he 25th of April, 1774, I was delivered of mys 
youngeJl child. As foon as I could be fafelv 
removed It was judged abfolutely requifite, for 
the benefit of my health, to go into the coun- 
try. Ipropofed tor us to hire a fmall ready fur- 
niihed houfe, fufficient to lodge ourfelves and 
children decently. This humble propolal did 
not fuit his conlummate vanity, and ill-judged, 
ridiculous extravagance. He anfwered mo with 
a good deal o^ acrimonv, That while he had 
been dependent upon my fortune, he fubniit- 
tcd to my governing our domcltic expences. 
and ftile of living ; but that being now en- 
tirely independent of me, he would pleafe hi.n- 
lelt ; that he was m a prolperous certain way of 
acquiruig a confidcrable fortune; therefore wa* 
rcfolvcd to fpend and liv« like a man of af- 
fluence. From this fpeech I vcrv naturally con- 
eluded, he was at la it polleilcd of what he had 
been in purfuit of for years, viz. good political 
inlormation, whereby he would not fail of rea- 
lizing the riches he fpoke lb confidently of; every 
one, who knows any thing of 'Change- Ailev, 
Jtuov.-.s that numbers hiiv-, and actually d 
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make fortunes out of it. Upon this aflurancc 
I remained fatisfied of its being really the cafe ; 
confequcntly, whatever expences he engaged iri 
fince, did not furprize, nor could not appear 
myfterious to me. The fcheme of turning 
broker of courfe ceafed. 

The remaining part of my cafe I ihall port- 
pone, as it muft be chiefly on a fubjeft fo inte- 

refting to the Meffrs. P (viz. their whold 

behaviour to, and converfation with me from the 
day Mr. Drummond made the difcovery, to the 
time I was brought to Sir John Fielding's;) there- 
fore I defer it from motives of compaffion, and a 
fervent fincere wlfti to avoid iaying of doing ought 
which might poflible prejudice them in the minds 
of the public (or appear to aim at fo doing) pre- 
vious to their trial. 

What I have hitherto related had no connec- 
tion with this laft unhappy aiTair, being merely 
an explicit true account of myfelf and conduft, 
prior to the expofure of that matter, and to 
prove, by demonftrated fafts, how falfely my 
enemies reprefent me, and how undefervedly I 
am perfecuted and traduced by them. Such 
people may be iuftly termed the affaflins of repu- 
lsion, who. Tike Milton's ferpent, envious of 
fuperior goodneft and happinefs, plan to deftroy, 
and endeavour to make the world think others 
are as bad as themfelves- 

I know at this moment the Perreaus are con- 
certing abominable falfehoods, whereby they 
hope to blacken my charafter, and devifing every 
poflible fcheme to further diftrefs and ruin me; 
vet, for the reafons afligned> * even this, added 
^ ^ . to 
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to my former moft cruel injuries, fliall not 
make refentment prevail over the tender, 
powerful fenfe I have of humanity and lenity 
even to my inveterate foes ; I truft in God I 
Ihall ever have ftrength of mind fufficient to 
pradife towards them thefe virtues. 

M. C. RUDD. 



CASE* 
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NARRATIVE. 



IN the beginning of March, 1769, Mr, 
Rudd and I finally feparated. His inia- 
nity and perfonal abufe obliged me to 
have r^courfe to the law for protection ; and 
he, in confequence of that, foon left the 
kingdom ; an event I was not acquainted 
with till fome months after. Under the 
ftrongeft apprehenfions of his repeating his 
violences, fliould he difcover my retreat ; 
to elude his enquiries, and the more effedu- 
ally to conceal myfelf, I affumed another name, 
and fixed upon that of Gore. My intimacy 
with, and confidence in, a lady, whofe real 
name that was, chiefly occafioned my choice 
of it^ and it aniwered my view perfeftly well ; 

for 
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f'or fhe oftea prevented mv being dircov^efed 
by Mr, Rudd and his emiffaries, by appearing 
herfelf to anfvver to the name. Trivial as 
thi$ anecdote may appear, it has given rife to 
many capital, and even vexatious miftakes 
fince that period. There is peoplp, who, up- 
on reading this, will immediately compre- 
hend what the circumftances are which I al- 
lude to ; and it will alio explain to others, 
what may have hitherto appeared to them a 
profound myftery. Fricndfhip, and a proper 
refpedt to parties, forbids my being more ex- 
plicit on this fubjeft. 

^ In the latter part of fummcr, 1769, a friend 
died, who, in confideration of the unmerited 
ill treatment I had received from Mr. Rudd, 
and my being left by him unprovided for, be- 
queathed me 13,0001. and 3000 1. more to 
purchafe jewels, plate, and furniture ; in all 
16,000 I. 

This legacy was ordered ]?y the donor to be 
paid me by inftalments, and at diftant fpeci- 
ficd times, (and accordingly was) with an an- 
nuity of 600 1. per annum, untill the whole 
was difcharged ; the annuity decreafing in 
proportion as the legacy was paid off, 

InOdober 1769, the truitee waited upon 
me, and paid me one year's full annuity (as 
the firft payment of the bequelt was not to , 

"" take 



[ ^^ ] 

take place till that time twelvemontli.) In 
thefe circumilanccs, and entitled to the faid 
fortune, I fiilt faw Mr. Perreau ; our ac- 
quaintance commenced on, or near theyear 1770, 
and our union rook place the 20th of May, 
1 770, fixtccn days after his certificate of bank- 
ruptcy was figned. Therefore muft obferye, 
that had my finances been llraitened (which 
they certainly were not) it could not then be 
in his powcr'to affift me, as he falily afferts he 
did, and with fuch a fum too as 400 1. 

In the former part of my cafe, I have moft 
faithfully and circumftantially related how the 
fortune I brought Mr. Perreau has been ex- 
pended ; I ftall, now with the fame explicit 
candor unfold every other material tranfaft- 
ion within my knowledge which has happe- 
ned fince the commencement of our connec- 
tion. 

At that time Mr. Perreau told me his in- 
come was about three hundred a year, the 
principal lodged in the funds, which he could 
not touch ; of courfe until fome part of my 
legacy was received, w^e had no money to 
purchafe furniture, &c. Sec. with : there- 
fore agreed to remain in the interim, in our 
fcperate lodgings. We fpent this Summer 
in ujiinterrupted harmony and tranquil bltls : 
our aff^ftions feemcd mutually tender and fin- 
cere ; rnine was truly fo. Mr. Perreau is a 

man 
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man of fenfe, (arid when he chufes) Very en- 
gaging ill his manners : in thefe happy days, 
1 had no opportunity to efpy any defeds in his 
temper or condudt ; on the contrary, he ap- 
peared every thing, a rational, virtuous, and 
delicate woman could wilh* Let me alfo 
do him the jufticc, to fay, that, in thofc 
fpaces of time in which he held no parti- 
cular intimate, frequent intcrcourfe with his 
brother and family, or Colonel — — ; he was 
good humoured and confiftent, apparently a 
tcndef hufband and fond father ; but, when- 
ever Change- Alley bufinefs was on foot, his 
brother or the Colonel engrofied his attenti- 
on, he became captious, inconfiilent, and 
xinprlncipled. I defirc to be underiiood, that, 
when I fay UNPRINCIPLED, I only mean 
that he was fo fefpedting me. For in his deal- 
ings with the world, I ever held him a ftriftly 
honcft man, and never knew or heard of 
ought that was otherwife till the affair of the 
bond prefentcd to Meffrs. Drummonds, and 
the difcoveries which has iince followed. 

Before I proceed farther, it may be requi- 
fite to obfcrve, that, Mr. Pcrreau verv far 
from being the CREDULOUS, UN SUSP I-' 
CIOUS man, he repreients himfelf, is, IN- 
CP.EDULOUS and SUSPICIOUS to excefs, 
fo much fo, that many of our fcvercll: dif- 
putes has arifen from this difpofition of his, 
and he ever was of fo prying a turn, that, 

not 
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not a look, or the moft trifling thing I did cC- 
c^ped his obfervation and inlpe<flion, nor, :i 
letter, meflagc^, or pcrfon came to me through- 
out the 5^car if he was in the way, or heard of, 
but what he opened, inquired into, or fpoke 

to -and as fome part of my family never 

was well aftcfted towards him, I was from 
this prying curiofuy of his compelled to have 
their letters to me addrefled to a friend's houfe, 
and always aniwered them in my retired mo- 
ments. A circumllance which may haveocca- 
fioned the obfervation, that I wrote frequently 
when Mr. Perreau was abfent, for, had I 
wrote in his prefence I Ihould had no peace 
uniefs he read the letters. 

I dont pretend even to guefs -why he was 
thus inquificive ; I attributed it to a natural 
foible of temper which had no particular 
meaning, and what perhaps he could not him- 
felf account for ; however, this alone plain- 
ly deinonftrates the improbability if not IM- 
POSSIBILITY of thofe deceptions he is 
plcafed to accufe me with. 

In the latter part of Otftober, 1770, upon 
our return home one evening, we were infi- 
nitely farprizcd and fliocked to hear Mr. Rudd 
had called there : I inftantly quitted the 
houfe, Mr. Perreau next day took lodging?? 
for me at Mr. Temple's, of Parliament-ftrcet, 
faying, " I was a lady w^ho required being 

private 
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private for a few weeks, on account of a law- 
fuir." At this time, I received 4000I. the 
firft payment of the legacy, and upon that 
immediately befpoke and purchafed plate and 
otherarticlesto commence houfe-keeping with. 
Mr. Perreau at the fame time treated for a 
ready furnilhcd houfe of Mr. Jamcfon's in PalU^ 
Mall Court, but he not knowing Mr. Perreau 
(nor on inquiry could hear he was a man of 
property)declined letting it, until a ladv whom 
he applied to for information, afTured him I 
was a woman of fortune, upon which the 
treaty was concluded, and we went into the 
houfe a fortnight before Chriltmas and refi- 
ded there four years. 

My apprehenfions relative to Mr. Rudd 
now ceafed, and two months afterwards he 
finally left the kingdom. 

I continued the name of Gore till autumn 
1772, and to our acquaintance and fervants 
afligned tor reafon, that I was obliged to re- 
tani It fora certain time onaccountof abcqueft. 
This indeed was truth, though not the whole 
truth ; and the reafonwhy Ididnot takeMr.P.'s 
nameatfirftwas^myfamily would fromthathave 
diicovered the conneaion, a matter which re- 
quired time and very delicate precautions to 
inform them of, and reconcile them to. Like- 
wife thetrufteewho paidthelegacv, undoubted- 
J/ would havefeverely cenfured nic forfoimpro- 

per 
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per an attachment; nay, probably refented my 
imprudence to the prejudice of my fortune ; 
for his truft was not only highly confidential, 
but, in feme meafurc, difcretional, and he 
had my intcreft and happindfs much at heart. 

* Added to this, I confefs, I felt myfclf for a 
long time unable to acquaint him with my 
folly, fearing reproof, and conlcioua I deferv- 
ed It, efpecially from the cntrufted friend of 
the generous donor, who with a view to make 
me independent, affluent, and happy, be- 

. qucathed me fo noble a fortune. 

The indifcreet ufe I made of this diftk- 
guillied favor, is at once my reproach and 
misfortune. 

Having in the former part of my cafe given 
a full detail oF flock and money matters, I 
Ihall here pafs over them :* nothing elfe mate- 
rial occured this winter. In March 177 1, a 
FAMILY AFFAIR, with a defire of amufe- 
ment, carried us to Paris ; there I firft faw 

Colonel , whom I had heard Mr. Per- 

reau often mention as his intimate friend. As 
this gentleman has a confiderable Ihare in the 
following narrative, and has made fo confpi- 
cuous a figure as a WRITER and EVI- 
DENCE in the Perreau caufe, it is both re- 
quifite and a-pro-pos, to give his hiftory and 
charaaer, as far as information and obferva- 

tion enables me. 

He 

* Fide page fecond of the Cafe. 
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He was born in Ireland ; but Has teeii Iri 
the French fcrvice fitice his youth; While a 
lieutenant, feveral years ago, the late Lord 
EarryiTlore, in one of his lordfhip's cxcurfiona 
to Paris, met With him at a garfiing table, and 
brought hirh over with him, on his return to 
Lt)rtdon, in the humble ftyld of :- 

Durihg his refiderice here Goiirit Garclai 
theil the French ambairaddf at this court, 
having fcen and converfed with Him (as being 
^ French officer) perceived he poffefTcd talents 
Calculated for the bilfinefs of the embaffy^ 

Accordingly i-eceived Mr into his 

fervicc, in the honourjlble qustlity of a j 

in which capacity he officiated, arid acquitted 
Bimfelf fo much to his mailer's fatisfadlion^ 
that he recortimcndcd arid conftgned Him t6 
poiint Chatclet, who fucceeded his excellency 
in the cmbafTadoflhip. To borrow a fimild 
ftomthe Bath Guidcy cxtremelf applicable t^ 
Mr. , he is 

" For fevcir intent on increafirig tiis (lore j 
«* And always keeps SHUFFLING and CUT-* 
** TING for more:*' 

^ With this induftriousprbpehfity, and a ge- 
nius to avail himfclf of opportunities^ and 
others credulity^ he betook his wav to 'Change- 
Alley^ where he formed eonnearions with a 
confiderable junto of , ftock-jobbert who 
tfteemcd him an ORACLE from his addrefi 
E andl 
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and fitnation with the French ambaffador J a 
circumftance I have often heard him defcant 
upon, and boaft of. The Perreaus were of 
this junto ; and from thence arofc the inti- 
macy and jobbing conncftion which has ever 
fince fublifted betwixt them. In the year 
1769, government took fo MUCH NOTICE 

of Mr. , that he faw it prudent to make 

a precipitate retreat, and paffed over from 
Dover to Calais in an open boat. However, 
his fervices to his matters got him preferred, 
•and, in the courfc of a couple of years, from 
thence he was raifed to his prefent rank, a 

Colonel in the I — B . The happy faci- 

lity he poffeffes, of adapting himfelf to HU- 
MOURS, TIMES, and SITUATIONS, ob- 
tains him an apartment in the hotels, and a 
plate at the Tables of fcveral perfons of fa- 
ihion in France ; a diftinftion which ferves 
him in many inftances in the lower walks of 
\ife, examples of which, in the courfe of this 
detail, will be feen. 

A few days after our arrival at Paris, the 
Colonel flew to embrace his dear friend Per- 
reau, loaded him with flattery, and difplayed 
his own felf-imagined importance. He view- 
ed me with vifible curiofity, and I imagine 
my looks ftiewed no approbation of his man- 
ners nor converfation ; for ever after he ap- 
•pcared to think me *^ much in his u'^'," and 
afliduouflv fought opportunities to be alone : 

with 
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with Mr, Perreau, who often aflced me ia 
private how I liked his friend, to which I was 
deaf, or gave flight replies. The faft is, I 
perceived from his own converfations and ac- 
counts of himfelf, that he was a confummate 
hypocrite ; and I faw a defigning plaufibility 
in all his behaviour to Mr. Perreau, whom he 
influenced at plcafure. There is no perfon 
without their foibles. Exceflive vanity, and 
an unhappy paflion for fpeculating in the al- 
ley, were Mr. Perreau's prevailing ones ; and 
the colonel knew how to play upon and take 
advantage of each, or both, juft as it fuited 
his purpofe. 

We left Paris early in June; previous to 
our departure, the colonel borrowed a hum 
dred louis, and a regular plan of politi- 
cal correfpondence was fixed, and agreed for 
the colonel to have his third of the profits (as 
Robert Perreau had) but Daniel to pay all 
lofles. Agreeable to this extraordinary pro^ 
ceeding, the immenfe lofles Daniel fufl:ained 
in the alley capnot be wondered at, 

On our return to London, Mr, Perreau had 
a putrid fever and fore throat; his brother at- 
tended him in a phj^fical capacity. This w^as 
the firfl: time I ever fpoke to him. On the 
30th of July 1 77 1, I was delivered of my eld- 
efl: child. During my recefs, I underftood 
the brothers were very mu©h together, a cir* 

cumfl:ancc 
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ppmftancc unufual in thofc days, for Roberf 
had been but once at our houfe before his 
brother's illnefs, and that was to d\m him 
for 60 1. Daniel owed him previous to our 
union ; and was the incident which occat 
lioned my difgyft to Robert, till his diffimuT 
lation and fpecious profeffions of eftccm and 
refped: for mp, excited for \i'in\ a return of 
thofe fentiments on my part. 

In the autumn, Doftor Brooke hinted to 
mc that the Perreaus were fcheming a mar- 
riage for Daniel with the widow P — h, now 
lady L. .•* I gave no credit then to this 
ftory, and only laughed at the idea, having 
an implicit faith and unlimited confidence in 
Mr. Perreau's afFcftion and hpnof, and really 
conceived it impofTible for any man, (in the, 
charaAer of a gentleman) to entertain a 
thought of fuch a ]>si{^, dilhonourable na- 
fiure-. 

About this time, he told me, the colonel 
wrote him upon a fchcme then in ncgociation 
for the eftablilhing a certain fort of Bank in 
Paris, which he and Robert were to buy 
ihares in, hy javor of the colonel, and in re- 
turn, he was to be lent money for his fliare* 
It was faid a large fum was wanted on this oc- 
pafion, Mr. Perreau expatiated much upon 
|he good fecurity, and great advantages to be 
^privcd from engaging in it ; begging me to 

give 
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give what cafh I could fpare ; I accordingly 

did ; but found afterwards that the faid money 
(1400 1.) was given to * Meff. Keble and 
Sadleir in premiums to infure the war, and 
that this banking pretence was only an often- 
fible fcducing pretext fet up to extort from me, 
money, which they prefumed I would not 
have given for the purpofe they applied it to. 

I fhall finifh the colonel's portrait, by ob^ 
ferving that Mr. Perreau has been for four 
years an ANNUITY to him in gifts and 

commiffions. The duchefs of , madame, 

the countefs of , Prince Guimene, or 

Count Such-a-one was perpetually giving the 
colonel commiffions to get them fome things 
from England, and his dear Perreau was as 
perpetually favoured with purchafing them, 
for which, the colonel was to re-imburfe him, 
but? never did* 

I think it abfolutely neceflary to be thus 
minute relative to the colonel, in order that 
the world may form the truer judgment of his 
EVIDENCE, and the part he has taken (in 
pther refpeds -f ) in the Pcrreau's caufe. 

♦ See the fornier cafe, page 2. 

t He, Colonel , is the fuppofed author of 

the letter figncd yufticcf in the Morning Poft of March 
Jhe X 5th ; alfo of the one figncd Nc Puffer, and the card 
ip the name o{ Jack Spy; and fcvcral other fcurrilous 
letters apd ^laragraphs. 

Except 
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Except wliat has been already related in 
the firft part of my cafe, I do not remember 
any thing which occurred of importance to 
this Narrative until Autumn 1773, while Mr. 
Perrcau was at Paris. Being then refolvcd-^J 
to penetrate as far as poffible into his affairs, I 
opened all letters which came in his abfence ; 
one was from colonel - — , advifing Mr. Per^ 
reau that the 200 1. he was fo kmd to let him 
have, he had (agreeable to inftruaions) got 
CountChatelcttodrawforuponMr.R.Perreau; 
and that the Md draught was to be paid thro' 
the houfe of Mr. Walpolc, banker in the city. 
In fine, the whole letter treated of thanks for 
the favor and his high approbation of Mf, 
Perreau's precautions to keep me unacquaint- 
ed with it, and the judicioufnefs of making his 
brother the oftcai.blr payer of the bill to pre- 
vent its coming to our houfe, ftrcnuoufly ur^ 
ged him not to degrade himfelf by commencing 
ftock-brokcr, but apply the 2000 1. (intended 
for that purpofe) for depofits in the alley^ 
which with the train of political intelligence 
he was in, and that which he (the colonel) 
tould fend him from time to time, undoubted, 
ly would gain him fuccefs in his fpcculations^ 
of courfe there would be no occafion to think 
more of bufinefs, Mr. Perreau unhappily 
took this advice. . , ^^ 
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I went to Mr. Robert Perreatj, toW him the^ 
difcovery I had made relative to the 200L and. 
conjured him not to accept the drafts at leaft, 
till I wrote to his brother and received his 
anfwer on .the fubjeft. I did write the very, 
next poll, and made him fo fenfible of the in-, 
juflice and madnefs of beftowing fuch a fum- 
(efpecially as we were then ourfelves reduced to 
about three thoufand) that he, on receipt of 
my letter, excufed himfelf from it to the Co-», 
lonel, who ever after bore me a fecret enmity 
and revenge for being the caufe of this difap- 
pointment to him ; a difappointment which 
was aggravated by his having borrowed, on 
the credit of getting the 200I ; fifty louis o£ 
Mr. Panchaud, banker, in Paris. From 
this time particularly I firmly believed the 
Meflrs. Pcrreau*s were in polTeflion of the 
good political informations they told me they- 
were. Robert faidhe received his from Lady- 
F. B. who made a point to . ferve him ; ancl 

for that purpofe aflted Lord G d, and Lord 

N h, queftions : alfo, that he had advices 

from Sir George V 1, who got it from 

his friend Lord R d ; and^^ laftly, from 

a difedtor of the Eaft-India company. 

Daniel faid, his was from Mr. O , of 

D^ — S- — t, and a gentleman belonging to the 
treafury, whofe name it would be highly im-^ 
proper to mention, as being in a confidential 
office — Foreign intelligence from the Cab- 
neL and from the houfe of P— tus and 

C—nuf 
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C— -nuf at Amfterdam; or the Hague, 1 realljT 
Can't rccolleft Which it was. 

Near Chriftmas, 1773, Mr. Adair^s name 
was firft mentidned as the prrfon Mr. PerreaU 
obtairtcd his informations from, atid entirely 
took its rife from the following accidental cir* 
Cumftance: 

Several months previous to it, my uncle 
Stewart iticlofed to me a letter for Mr. JameS 
Adair,of Soho-Square,acquainting him, " that 
I was married to Mr. Perreau, and th^t he 
(Mr. Stewart) ftiould cfteem It a favof for his 
farhily to vifit us ; as he knew, from fhe 
gratitude* and great refpeft I entertained 
tor Mr. Adair and his family, their acquaint- 
ance would afford me the utmoft pleafure.*^ 
This letter came when I was fo much indif- 
pofed, that I could neither receive nor pay 
vifits ; confequcntly, did not then forward it^ 
But, on recovering fo far as to be able to leaver 
itiy apartment, I fent the letter ; and, in con- 
fcquence, a day or two after, Mr» Adair po- 
litely paid me a vifit, and of courfc afked for' 
Mr. Perreau.^ It happened, that a moil inti-* 
mate friend of Mr. Perreau 's (who came pur- 
pofely to talk of news and ftosks) was with 
us in the drawing room ; and it was a general 
rule with Mr. Perreau not to fee any ftrangeif 

* Mr. Adair had formerly done mc the kindift fefvieej 
ey his humane interpofition in my behalf, whsn JMr< 
Eudd firft proceeded lo pcrfonkl and public abufe. 

whenever 
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whenever this friend was with him. The {i:T' 
vant, John Moody, knowing this, fhewed 
Mr. Adair into the parlour, and brought tip 
his name to me. I waited upon him, made 
feme apology for Mr. Pcrreau not appearing, 
and after chatting a few minutes, and fixing 
the next day to pay my refpefts to Mrs. Adair, 
he took his leave. When Mr. Perreau's vi- 
fitor was gone, he told me a converfation 
they had held about flocks, and the fluftuar 

tions then in India ; that Mr. , his 

friend, upon hearing Mr. Adair's name, had 
faid; his fon, counfellor Adair, knew every 
thing relative to India matters, and wiflied 
Mr. Pcrreau could make an intereft there for 
information. This led to mentioning Mr. 
William Adair and his great knowledge in thofe 
matters :* concluding, that if Mr. Perreau 
could obtain fuch folid good intelligence as 
thefc gentlemen, he prefumed, could give 
him, that he would in that cafe go any 
lengths for him in the flocks. 

Mr. Perreau faid to me, he would avail him- 
felf of the obfervation his friend had made, re- 
lative to the Meflrs. Adairs; faying, there was 
nothing more ufual than to give fidlious names 
to brokers, in order to amufe or gain credit 

* I hc^ the Mr. Adair's pardons for the liberties, 
truth, and my unhappy fate, compLls ms to take \inth 
their names in this narrative. 

F with 
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with them, and alfo to conceal the real in- 
telligencers, whole names it were generally 
very improper to give up in alley tranfattions, 
and often impoffiblc w^ithout forfeiting their 
friendfhip" — in ihort^ Mr. Perreau concluded 
from henceforth to fay, that, he received his 
information from Mefirs. Adairs, particular- 
ly Mr. William Adair. I never gave m/- 
feif confideration, or leave to examine into 
the propriety or impropriety of fuch a pro- 
ceeding, being fatisfied from Mr. Perreau's 
reprcfentatlon, it was nothing more than a 
very cuftomary, innocent finelTe; I am in 
my own mind convinced to this hour, that Mr, 
Perreau then meant it only as fuch ; and in 
no fenfe, or with no view as a fraudulent de- 
ceit. What induced him e^er to ufe the name, 
otherwifc is^ what I neither know, nor can 
account for, farther, than what I have depo- 
fed upon oath. I beg it may be noticed, that, 
agreeable to this plan, its probable, when the 
name of Adair has been mentioned, I did not 
contradidt the opinion of thofe (^who may have 
talked of it,) that, Mr. Perreau knew Mr. 
William Adair; but nothing more than merely 
that. 

I recollcQ: in the courfe of the winter, 
while Mr. Perreau was lame with a fort of 
gout, or inflammatory rheumatifm, unable to 
goto his real intelligencers, he was fo preffed 
lipon fome political points, by the aforefliid 

friend;^ 
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friend, Mr. — - — , that to filence his impor- 
tunities, he once or twice, had himfelf called 
out of the room, as if to fifcak to Mr, Adair; 
and, I certainly did, by his defire go down 
'flairs ; made the fervant (John Moody) rap 
and call his mailer out, but, never mentioned 
to him the name of Adair (as he has fworn) ; 
I only faid, give a double rap and let your 
mafter know he is wanted bplow* 

He alfo depofes that, at this time, I fre- 
quently wrote letters and then went out, tel- 
ling him to deliver them to Mr. Perreau when 
he came home, in itiy ab fence, i was not, 
for months but of the houfe, nor indeed fcarce- 
ly able to quit my room, during that time, 
Mr. Perreau was himfelf lame, and' confined 
for months, and fo far, from being able to 
xvrite daily as this evidence defcribes, I was 
in a dying ftate, as to be unable to write to the 
neareft and dearcft friends, who one and all 
can teftify, they did not, (owing to my illnefs 
and inabilityto write) hear frommeabove once 
in four or five months. 

He likewlfe fwears, I wrote in his fight ; 
gave him the letter, and faid, tell your mafter 
this came from Mr. Adair. I prcfume, no 
perfon with common fenfe, or indeed, any 
fenfe at all, can give the leaft credit to fo in- 
confiftent, and in every refpeft irrational an 
improbability ; therefore, cannot fuppofe it 
even neceffary to comment upon that mat- 
ter. 

I Shall 
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I Shall only obferve, that had I been enga- 
ged in any fcheme which required confidents 
cKclufwcof the mtiinnefs, (which, I believe, no 
one who knows me, will fufpcdt me of) I am 
not fo grofs an ideot, as to put myfelf in the 
power of a parcel of menials. An ignorant 
footman, whom I made Mr. Perreau turn aw^ay, 
becaufe he w^as a llovcnly bad fervant, and 
continually making difturbances with the fer- 
vants, by his lyes and tattles of them to his 

mailer. When I have faid thus much, its 

fcarcely neceffary to add, (as it muft of courfe 
be taken for granted) that, the evidence of 

^ P , and Hannah Dalboufe is 

altogether wrong. The former of thefe, has 

lince the trial acknowledged that Mr. 

gave her a couple of guineas to fwear what 
jQic did. 

As to Mlfs Sufanah Perreau, and Colonel 
— — , I ftiall treat them with more ceremony 
than, to tell them in plain terms, they are — ; 
but, I refer it to their own confciences, and to 
the impartial confideration of the world, whe- 
ther they are, or are not. 

It may not be improper to remark here, 
that, Sir Thomas Frankland fwore at Guild- 
Hall ; the firft bond he difcounted for Robert 
Perreau was on the fourth of May, 1774. I 
was then, exaftly eight days brought to bed of 
my youngcft child, and, fubmit it to any one, 

if 
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if at fuch a time, and in fuch a fituatlon, I 
could contrive to forge a bond, and impolc it 
on the Meffrs. Perreaus, as their defences, fay 
I did. 

The Colonel came upon his vifit to us fonie 
time in February 1774. I underftood it was 
to be in readinefs to go, if required, to Hol- 
land, to tranfaO: ftock bufmefs there, I can*c 
avoid faying, that I am convinced his perni* 
cious counlbls, and finifter defigns, induced 
and urged Mr. Pcrreau to commit many in- 
difcretions and extravagancies : for example, 
the taking the houfe at Mill Hill, which was 
done without my privity, or even being con- 
fulted about it. I was fo exafperated upou 
the occafion, I could fcarccly be prevailed 
on to go into it : in faft, never would, but 
that Mr. and Mrs, Horton, with the Mi ft 
. Perreaus, were in town, and invited by Mr. 
Perreau to refide (during their ftay) with us in 
the country; for which rcafon, common civi- 
lity, not choice, obliged me to acquicfce. I 
never could endure the country to live in ; it 
would have been the very laft thing I fhould 
have propofed : it was entirely becaufe my 
phyfician gave it in opinion, that it was abfo- 
. lutcly requifite for my health ; that I aflcntcd 
to pafs a few months In it ; and myfelf pro- 
pofed a lodging, or fmall houfe, for the 
fummer. With regard to Harley-Screet houfe, 
it was fo contrary to what I had any idea of, 

much 
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much lefs approved, that the remonftrances t 
made againfl it, excited Mr. Perreau*s refent'' 
ment, fo as to occafion our not fpeaking to each 
other for feveral days : nay, he even carried 
his airs fo high as to fuffer his brother and 
fifter, the colonel and mvfelf, to come one 
evening from town to MilUHill, and ftaid 
himfelfthat night and next day in town, on 
purpofe to infult and make me unhappy, in 
revenge for my having oppofed and repre- 
fented the abfurdity of his purcbafing fo 
capital a houfe : though I did not doubi: hh 
ability to pay for it ; yet, I knew he hnd not 
realized a fortune. He was, in my belief^ 
winning in the flocks what fupported his 
expences, and in a profpcrous train of gaining 
confiderably. 

The damp Situation of Mill-Hill difagree- 
ing with me, we removed to London near or 
in September. The colonel then returned ta 
France. Mr. Perreau prefented him with a 
hundred pound to anfwer his immediate exi- 
gences, and gave him a ne\y poft-chaife, for 
which he paid Mr. Wright, of Long- Acre, 
one hundred, and forty-five pounds. I leave 
any one to imagine ; was it poflible for me to 
queftion the cafe of Mr. Perreau's circum- 
fiances when I faw him do things of this 
fort* 

When 
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. When Mr. Perreau was prefled for the pav^ 
ment of Harley-ftreet houfe, he excufed to 
me his mt being then in calh, by faying, he 
bad made fome large depofits, and alfo' re- 
fervod 3000 1. for a feat in parliament, which 
he was, and had been for a twelvemonth pafl 
m purfuit of; and Mr. Robert Perreau had 
fevcral conferences with Sir William Defle, 
banker, upon the purchafe of a borough for 
Daniel ; nor did it appear any way fingular, 
that his brother (hould give him a temporary 
accommodation to ufe his own credit. I then 
underllood Robert Perreau had borrowed the 
4000 1. upon his own note of hand, from Sir 
Thomas FranrkJaird ; the evening he received 
It I drnnk tea in Golden-fquare, and as Da- 
niel expcifted to be called upon the following 
day for the money, I brought the draught 
home with me that night; but he coming in 
late, I did not give it him till next morning, 
when he went himfclf to Mcfl'. Batfons and 
Co. received the cafh the fame forenoon, and 
before he returned home paid it into Cocks 
and Biddulphs, bankers, Charing-crofs, the 
parties being gone out of town to whom it was 
to have been that day paid. 

_ The reader will, I hope, be pleafed to no- 
tice how differently Mr. Daniel Perreau re- 
lat^ this matter in his narrative; and I truft 
>n God, all the monies will be truely traced, 
•whei;cby it will be prove^ I have neither re- 

ccivcd. 
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eeived, paid, nor was in any refpcft concerned, 
or afted in the bufinefs. 

About three weeks prior to the difcovcry 
madebyMeffrs. Drummonds; Robert Per- 
reau informed me he had fuftaincd in the al- 
ley a lofs of near 2000 1. which he was unpro- 
vided for ; that his wife was miferable on the 
occafion, his * broker importunate. Pcrfuaded 
of my regard and feeling for him, he came to 
rcqueft I would fpare him my jewels to raifc 
money upon to anfwer this exigency, promi- 
fino- to reftore them in a few weeks. 

o 

1 chearfully complied ; happy, indeed, to 
have it in my power to fervc him. However, 
after many efforts to rt^ife the money on them 
he could not fucceed. 

After this, and feveral days previous to the 
bond being prefented to Meffrs. Drummonds, 
Robert Perreau came to me in Harley-ftreet. 
I was alone ; he appeared to have fomething 
of confequence to fay; yet unwilling to fpeak, 
I concluded he was ftill diftreffed about the 
alley lofs, and interrogated him concerning it. 
He replied, that matter was fettled; but he had 
one of much more importance to confide to 
mc, and proceeded to tell me he was drove to 
the greaicft extremity for a S U M, which if 
he did not obtain by a certain time he was a 

ruined 
Mr, S:ata. 
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rumcd man ; expatiated much on the cfteem 
he knew I entertained for him, and the con- 
fidence I muft necclfarily have in the upright- 
ncfs of his intentions ; he thenlhcwedme a let- 
ter figned William Adair ; it was on the fub- 
je<ft of {locks ; it appeared to me, and I really 
thought it anoftcnfible letter, wrote merely t6 
ftiew a broker ; and as I knew they (Meffrs. 
•Perreaus) ufed Mr. Adair's name in jobbing, 
it did not alarm me with an idea of ought bad ; 
but upon his producing a bond alfo, and aiking 
me if I thought I could imitate the hand-writing 
of that letter, and fign the name William A- 
dair to the bond ; I was both furprized and 
ihocked. 

He likewife faid, the perfon that was to 
have done it, was out of the way, giving that 
{IS the rcafon, "johy, he applied to mc to do 

jt afTured me, Mr. Drummond would 

advance money upon the bond, having Mr. 
Adair's name to it. That he had talked v\^ith 
Mr. Drummond on the fubjedt, and, told 
him he had fuch a *< fccurity, but, w^as under 
promifc not to negociate it ; therefore if he 
tlid, muft put it into Mr. Drummond's hands 
in confidential privacy." To which Mr. Drum- 
mond fhould fay, he faw the propriety of 
Mr. Pcrrcau's delicacy, commended liim for it, 
as being a refpcift due to Mr. Adair's nai^c ; 
adding, when he (Mr. Drummond) received 
the bond, he would take it home to his own 
G dwelling 
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dwelling houfe and lock it up, untill Mr. 
Perrcau came himfelf to take it away ; and 
Mr. Adair, nor no perfon whatever ftiould ever 
hear of it^ 

He enforced hig requefl to nic, with repea- 
ted folemn affervations, no fraud was meant 
by this tranfafl:ion,and that, he would take the 
tond up in May : but, every thing valuable 
in life, to him depended on his getting calh 
by fuch a day, I utterly rcjcftcd having any 
concern with fuch an affair, affured him, I 
would do any thing elfe in my power to ferve 
him. I offered my jewels, and even gave him 
leave to fell them, if doing fo would accommo- 
date him. To this he objedled, becaufe, it was 
not poffible he faid, to difpofe of them in time 
for his neceffity ; conjured me to confider of 
the matter, and, fuffcr him to leave the letter 
and bond with me j I affented to this, and 
faid, I would talk to his brother on the fub- 
jeft. When he came home, I accordingly 
did, he, alfo wilhed me to comply with Ro- 
bert's requeft, reprefented the perfeft fafety of 
my doing fo, and the unqueftionable honefty 
of his brother's intentions, fpoke in general 
terms of the immenfe confcquence it was to 
him to get this bufinefs aceomplilhed, and 
flig^htly hinted it was even interefting to him- 
felf. 

I expreffcd 
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I ekprcfled myfelf with great wafmtll^ arldl 
Isnergy againft itj at the fame tlme^ afluring 
Daniel, I would part with life itfelf to fave 
their credit and happinefs^ were that honoura- 
bly required ; but what they dcfired, wore fo 
much the face of dilhonefty^ that, though I 
was from my foul perfuaded it was in ao ref- 
J)edt intended^, yetj 1 could not, would not 
afEft, nor have any thing to do with It ; the 
unafFedted tears and emotion with which I 
delivered the fpeech, fcemed then to convince 
Daniel both of the propriety and fincerity of 
my abhorrence and difapprdbation of the af- 
fair; fo much indeed, that he not only defifted 
from preffing it, but, with infinite tendernefs 
endeavoured to diffipate my chagfin kindly 
faying, " my dear Caroline, the fuperior redi- 
tude of your heart, and the exquifite fdnfibi- 
lity of your Nature, leads you to refine and 
feel too much on this matter--4et ua drop the 
fubjedt/' 

Ever attentive to Mr. Petreati, I faw he did 

himfclf a violence by this fubmiffion, he was 
extremely thoughtful and evidently uneafy, 
tut, I believe for the fpace of two days did 
not renew the topfc. 

Robert every day refiimed his Intreaties foi* 
tne to fign the bond ; I as conftantly refufed^ 
referring him to his brother for a full explana- 
tion of my fcntimeatSj which I declined out 

of 
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of delicacy giving him myfclf, bccaufc they 
were fach as iccnicd a reproach to him. 

I prcfume Robert's private cpnverfations 
with Daniel inflamed the latter's mind, and 
influenced him contrary to his own better 
rcafon, and apparent way of thinking, when 
we firli: dilcuflbd this point ; for he now began 
to prefs it much, and with a degree of ill 
temper at myobjefting. 

On Monday the 6th of March, while at 
breakfaft in his dre fling room, he fiirenuoufly 
urged me to fign the bond then, as the next 
day was that which, he faid, Robert engaged 
to be with Mr. Drummond : I pcrfillcd in 
refufing, very high words arofe, and he fworeif 
I did not do it, he would break my arm, curfcd 
mc, and, in his paflion, threw a flilrt at me . 
which he happened to have in his hand. I 
was now equally incenfed, rung the bell with 
violence, and declared I would expofe him 
and the affair to the whole houfe ; but, on the 
footman's coming to the door, he ruflied paft 
him ; faying, <^ Its your miftrefs wants you,'' 
and direftly went out. We had company to 
dinner and cards. Mr. Pcrreau and I did not 
meet again till our vifitors came, which pre- 
vented any private convcrfatlon. 

In confcquence of the morning fcene 1 
was indifpolcd the whole day, agitated, and 

incapable 
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incapable of paying a proper attention to my* 
company, to cxcule which I feigned a head- 
ach and pain in my face (I had a flight fore 
throat). In the evening I conveyed Robert 
into the back drawing room, under pretence 
of looking at my throat, but, in fadt, to rea- 
fon with him relative to the bond, and his 
brother's conduct to me ; the latter he in- 
veighed againft, and appeared much hurt at^ 
but conjured m^, in the moft folemn terms, to 
oblige him, and begged I would talk the 
thing over once more with Daniel that night, 

and he would breakfaft wich us next morning. 

1 replied, nothing fhould prevail on me to 

fign it, therefore not to entertain any hopes 

from that. 

When alone, and retired for the night, 
Mr. Perreau afked for the letter and bond : 
the abrupt manner he fpoke in, and feeing an 
ink-ftand lay on the commode before him, I 
conjeftured he meant to fign it himfelf, and 
was going to pray him not ; when he de- 
manded to know if I would then do it? ob- 
ferving, " There was no time for delays, and 
*^ it pofitivelv mOft be done for the money to 
*^ be received next day, otherwifc a tranfac- 
** tion would tranfpirc w^hich mud hang his 
** brother, and endanger his own life ;" and 
repeatedly declared and alTured me that NO 
fraud was intended. Notwithftanding this, I 
ftill refufcd, and befecched him not to afe mc 

what 
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What w confidcration fliould make me co»- 
fent to* 

Added to this, I was exceedingly irritated 
by the infolent abufe I received in the morn- 
ing, and therefore made him fomc very paf- 
(ionatc reproaches, which probably provoked^ 
and in an involuntary guft of paffion, hurried 
him to aft with violence ; for then quite en- 
raged, he infiftcd I fhould fign the bond in- 
ftantlyi " N O, I pofitively wo'nt." He 
now loft all patience ; faid he might as well 
be hanged for one thing as another, and un- 
Icfs I wrote the name that moment, he fworc 
he would cut my throat, taking a knife from 
his pocket at the fame inftant, and holding it 
at me as if he really meant to execute his 
threats. Thus forced, and under the aftual 
apprehenfion of iofing my life if I did not 
comply, I wrote the name^ William Adair, to 
the bond, copying it from the letter Robert 
left with me for that purpofe ; and I remem- 
ber I drew the pen a fefcond time over part of 
It, to amend and make it more like the origi- 
nal than I had firft wrote it* 

When this dreadful buftnefs was finilhcd, I 
threw myfelf in an agony on the bed, where t 
lay the whole night in my cloaths. Torn 
with conflcfting paffions, there appeared to 
tne NO alternative but alfo to dcftroy the bond 
and renounce Mir^ Perreau for every or to re- 
turn 
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turn it to Robert, and let it take its courfe j 
to embrace the firft was tearing afundcr every 
tender, engaging tie of wife and mother, at- 
tended with lofs of reputation, and every thing 
defireable in life. The feeling reader will con- 
ceive what anguifh the very thought of this 
muft coil ; and furely allow, that to rejeSiy or 
jrather to be unable to refolve upon ity was a 
moft natural confequence, and will, I hope, 
exempt ine from even a Juppofttion that I gave 
way to the other from any defed: of heart or 
want of principle* Poffibly had I poffeircd 
kfs fentimenty I ihould have acted with (what 
on this fatal affair is termed) more red:itude. 

I do not by this Ingenuous recital of the 
motives which biafled me, prefume to excufc 
my error ; I only intreat they may be admitted 
an exienuation of it^ 

Unable, from the extreme wretchednefs oT 
my mind, to fleep, or get any fort of repofe, 
I rofe earlier than ufual next morning. Ro- 
bert came to breakfaft, and before I had time 
to relate to him the particulars of the paft 
night, Daniel joined us. The bond and the 
letter lay on the table ; he took them up, 
looked at them as if to compare the writing, 
and faid to Robert, " I think it will do, I 
tippofe you'll be with Mr. Drummond this 
forenoon.'* He anfwered, yes ; and foon af- 
ter went away. The bond then had no name 

to 



C 48 ] 

to It but William Adair ; witnefTing, it wns 
never propofed to me, nor even mentioned in 
my hearing; nor do I know any thing whatCr 
vcr of, or relative to its being witneffed. 

• I faw Robert Perreau again feveral titi^es 
during the day, but heard nothing more of 
the matter, only that he was to be with Melf. 
Drummonds next morning, to receive the mo- 
nev for the bond. On Wednefday morning 
I came to vifit Mrs. Perreau, who was lame ,- 
and was there when Robert's coach flopped, 
and the fervant told me his maftcr begged I 
would come diredly to Mr. Adair's. It in- 
flantly occurred to my mind what had hap- 
pened. Hav.iig the grcateft regard imagina- 
ble for him, fcelirg ftrongly for his wife and 
children, I rcr>l^ccl the v^hole v;ay to Pall- 
Mall how I could polTibly ferve him, or any 
how palliate the affair in his favof. I recol 
lefted that I had frequently heard Mr. Adair 
fpoke of being one of the moll humane, gene-* 
rous, benevolent men exifting. I had like- 
wife heard the fame of the Meflrs. Drum- 
monds ; and knew Mr. Henry Drummond 
knew Robert Perreau many years attending 
in, and eftcemed by Lord Egmont's family; 
I therefore thought of trying to inlereft their 
compaffion for him. When I firft entered the 
room where thefe gentlemen were, I firft 
alked to fpeak to Robert, to know what had 
palled, that I might the better judge how to 

ad; 
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id: ; this was refufed m^ ; but I underftood 
He had only faid ^^ I gave him the bond, and 
referred them to me for fome explanation." 
I then entreated to fpeak with Mr. Adair alons^ 
and my reafon for this requeft was, to tell Kxvn 
the whole truth, ar^d befeech his eompaffion ; 
but he declining any private cohverfation, and 
feeing Robert Perreau prefled by the Meffrs. 
prummonds to explain himfelf ; feeing alfo 
his life and reputation on the very point of 
being loft ; with the hopes of faving toth, or 
at Icaft to ward off from him immediate de- 
ftruftion, 1 faid he was innocent, that I gave 
him the bond, and that I forged it ; in fhort, 
my diftradtion of mind, and zeal to fave his 
life and charadler, his wife and helplefs chil- 
dren, from Ihame and mifery, I faid whatever 
I thought could excufe him, without at all 
confidering myfelf ; nor indeed, if I had been 
capable of refledtion, did I know the dan- 
ger or impropriety (in a law fcnfe) of what I 
was faying or doing when Mr. R. Drummond 
doubted that I could write the hand, and ur- 
ged me to let them fee if I could, and laid the 
bond before me to copy from, they both gave 
me their word and honour they never would 
take any advantages from it. And I beg 
leave to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
and return my moft refpeftful, grateful thanks 
for the great honour and generofity with which 
they kept their promife, and have treated me 
With throughout the affair. To hearts like 
H iho^h 
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theirs, the innate fatisfaftion arifing from ha- 
ving done a humane adion, is at once its own 
reward and praifc* 

Soon after my coming to Mr. Adair's, I de- 
fired Daniel Perreau to be fent for, bcxaufe I 
expctfled, if things came to extremities he 
would declare the truth. The event has pro- 
ved how infinitely I was miftaken when I be- 
lieved him capable of any veracity or juftice 
towards me^ 

When we left Pail-Mall, we drove to Har- 
ley-ttreet, I fet Mcflrs. Perreaus down there, 
and without getting out of the carrriagc, went 
direftly to Mr, James Adair of Soho-fquare : 
I related to him what had happened, and in 
confidence, and wnth a view to obtain his ad- 
vice, I candidly told him the circumftances 
under which I had been forced to fign the 
bond,;* but made no accufation againft Ro- 
bert Perreau. He was vifibly ftiocked, as 
every honeft, good man muft be at hearing 
fuch a tranfaftion ; and hinted, he hoped 
there was nothing more of the kind. He can 
attcft that I protefted without hefitation, and 
in the moft folemn terms, that I knew of no- 
thing elfc, never heard of, nor could fufpcd: 
there was, or ever had been. 

Moft certainly had I known of, or beei> 
concerned in any other affair of the fort, I 

Ihould 
* Sec page 14* 
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fliould have communicated it to him with the 
fame unreferved candor, I did that of MefTrs. 
Drummonds : nor could I poflibly have a mo- 
tive for doing othcrwife, for I could not then 
fo much as have an idea, but that whatever I 
imparted to him was buried in oblivion. 

Anxioufly folicitous to engage his compaf- 
fion for Robert Perrcau, I implored him to 
fpeak to Mr. William Adair to ufc his good 
offices with Meflrs. Drummonds, not only, not 
fo profccute, but to be filcnt on the affair, as 
its tranfpiring in the leaft degree, would ruin 
Robert Perrcau in his^ profeffion. 

I beg^ to be underftood, when, I faid to 
Mr, Adair in converfation, and in my letter, 
that Robert was innocent, I meant, that he 
was fo, of all or any intention to defraud, 
though^ perhaps, I did not exprelly make the 
diftindtion between tha£ and his being intirely 
innocent of the forger)-. But my letter of 
Wcdnefday night to Mr. James Adair, plainly 
figni-fies, that I myfelf was nut the culpable 
perfon, though it contained no dired: accufa- 
tions of who were. . 

I told the Perreaus literally, my converfa- 
tion with Mr. Adair, Daniel feemed vaftly 
Shocked and angry at being what he called ex 
pofed; however, I appeafed him by aflurance- 
that Mr. Adair was two humanely confiderate 

ever 
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ever to mention to any perfon what I had in 
full confidence of his fecrecy and great good- 
nefs imparted to him : befides, I really could 
not be fo infincere as to deceive Mr, Adair, 
when I prefumed to requeft his advice, and 
mediation with Mr. William Adair; they ap- 
peared fatisfied with this, and propofed for 
Eobert to go himfelf, and folicit Mr. I. A-— 's 
interceflion and benevolent offices: however, 
inftcad of dping it he went and told him, "that, 
I infifted to him, that the bond was a true one, 
2nd givien me by Mr. William Adair ;^* upon 
which Mr. J. Adair anfwered, " I had, in the 
morning told him that the bond was a fpvged 
one,'* and, this fallhood of Robert's caufed 
Mr. Adair to write to me on Thurfday morn- 
ing, <* that after wh^t I told him the preceed- 
ing day, and Robert faying what was fo con- 
trary, afterwards he defired to decline all fur- 
ther intercourfe or correfpondence." I was 
moft exceedingly hurt at this letter, upbraided 
Robert Pcrreau feverely for his falfe unjuft be- 
haviour on this fubjeft, and infifted on his 
telling the truth, ancf thereby, jullify me to 
Mr. Adair, I then went to Mr. William 
Adair ; exprefled to him how unhappy I was 
at what Robert had been fo bafe to fay, affu- 
red him of its intire falfity, and, took the li- 
berty to intreat him, to tell Mr. James Adair 
fo, and how much^concern his letter gave me. 
I was in tears and great agitation while I was 
■fpcaking to Mr. Adair, who^ received and 

^ear4 
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heard me with that complacent goodnefs 
which he is fo juftly univerfally eftecmed and 

refpcfted for he pitied my fituation, 

faid, ** he thought Robert had treated me 
very ill indeed in what he told Mr. James 
Adair, that, from that it was plain to him he 
wanted to exonerate himfelf, and throw the 
.odium upon me ; therefore, I Ihould do well 
to take care of myfelf by being aware of his 
fmifter conduQ:,*' (or words to this effeft.) 

He adding, he had not feen Mr. Drum- 
mond fmce we were altogether and knew no- 
thing of his intentions relative to the affair 
of the bond. 

During this time Daniel waited for me in 
our coach, as I infilled on coming to Mr. 
Adair upon what his brother falfely accufed 
me of^ feeing it was impradticable to prevent 
i-py doing fo, of elfe writing ; he came with 
me in the carriage, which flopped at the end 
of King S|:rept, St. James's Sciuare. His 
reafons for keeping me thus conftantly in 
view, will be feen in the remainder of this nar- 
rative. Robert and he, had feveral private 
conferences in the courfe of this forenoon, and 
after dinner, they firji difclofed to me, that, 
there were other falfe bonds, and told me the 
particulars of SirThomas Frankland's tivOy and 
doftor Brooke's one. This I folemnly protcft, 
was the 'yeryfirfi thns I ever R<?ard of a;iy bond 
/' ' or 
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or bonds, except the one prefented to Meflrs^ 
Drummonds, nor, did I even know that Ro- 
bcrt owed Sir Thomas any mon^y, but the 
4000L which paid for our houfe in Harley 
Street ; and I, until this moment, always 
underltood Robert bstd borrowed it upon hig 
own note of hand» 

I fhall not pretend to defcribe the increafc 
of afHidtion and horror this new difcovery gave 
me, I now faw Daniel's life and charafter at 
ftake; and in the fenfe of that conftderation 
('comparatively fpeaking) loft all others, I 
wrung my hands in agony, and fell on my 
knees to befcech the Almighty to take me 
from fuch a fcene of piercing wretchednefs as 
Ffavv this dreadful affair was pregnant with, 
Tlie MefTrs. Perreaus ftrove to bring me to 
fome degree of compofure ; faid, " They 
*^ communicated this laft bufinefs to me, be- 
^^ caule it was greatly in my power to help to 
<* extricate and relieve them/* Its natural to 
believe, that I affured them (as I fincerely 
did) I would part with my life to effed: their 
fafety and deliverance from the death and n.iin 
which inevitably availed the detection and 
expofure of this laft difcovered tranfacftions. 
Robert then, with perfuafive plaufibilicv, pro- 
pofed my going with them to Mr. Henry 
I^^gg^j to offer my jewels, and what other 
ttTcdls they could, for him to raife money 
i?pon, to pay off Sir Thomas Franklund and 
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Dr. Brooke ; but Robert obferved, the truth 
mufi not be told to Mr. Dagge ; otherwife he 
would, from pride, more than principle^ re- 
fufc to take any concern in the bu/tnefs, though 
out of refpedt to Robert he might not divulge 
it. Therefore we were tr> fay to him, " The 
'' bonds were really Mr, Adair's ; that we 
" fuppofed he had, from fome caprice, or we 
** knew not what, choofe to deny his figna- 
** ture;" intimating, however, at the ferae 
titne, " that we imagined he had privately 
** fatisfied Meffrs, Drummond, but had been 
*' affronted by Robert's prefuming to nego- 
*' tiate his bond in that public manner with a 
*^ banker, an4 out of pique, thus refented it." 
I was alfo inftrufted by them what to Jay myfelf^ 
and countenance them in faying, to gain Mr. 
Daggers belief, I then thought their llory the 
imeiitim of that day. But as its nearly, mojily 
indeed, the Fairy Tale they have fet forth in 
their defences, I am mw convinced it was a 
long concerted ftory, and which had been in part 
occafionally ufed in their pier tranfaftions 
and fchemes. Even in the confufion of mind 
I then was, I perceived, and objedtcd to the 
great improbability and romance of it ; ob- 
ferving, I thought it impoffible for Mr. Dagge 
to credit it. To this Robert Perreau an- 
fvvered, *' He was both a very credulous^and 
*^ a very weak man ; but even Ihould he fee 
" through the fallacy of the ftory, as ^they 
*' reprefentcd it under the MASK of 

TRUTH 
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$f hmmr ? and this idea recalled to my remem-- 
berancc, that I had once heard Mr. George 
Williamfon, late of Frith-Street, Soho, (but 
now gone to the Eafi Indies) fay^ '^ Mr. 
<i ^ D— — *s heart lay in the wrong place ;" 
with many other latirical remarks on his 
principles and deportment . in life. This, I 
thought, corroborating with Daniel's query 
to Robert, alarmed me on their account, and 
in confequence, advifed them to .call in South- 
ampton-Street firft, to fee if Mr. James 
Dagge was in town ; and if fo^ to tell the in- 
genuous truth to him ; as I was perfuaded he 
was fo humane, fo worthy a man, that they 
might fafely intruft their lives and reputation 
to him ; and that the reftitude of his own up- 
right heart would naturally induce him to 
allow them fome merit when he found then,i 
candid, and ftriftly honcftly inclined to pay 
every perfon their juft demand. Agreeable 
to my advice, we weritfiril to his houfe (how- 
ever, they did not fay whether or not they 
would be frank with him)^ unfortunately he 
was not come to town. I fay unfortunately^ 
becaufe, / am convinced, had he been the foli- 
citor applied to, the unliappy Perreaus and my- 
ielf would have efcaped all thofc misfortunes 
which we have fince met with. 

In Ruflei-ftreet, wc were told Mr. Henry 

Dagge was at the play-houfe; thither^ we 

drove, but miffing him there, returned again 

to his iioufc. I had never feen him before ; 

I Daniel 
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Daniel Perreau introduced me ; " Sir, this Is 
my wife, Mrs. Perreau." After the ufual ci- 
viiities, Daniel begun the ftory ; Robert occa- 
finnallv fpoke, and they fomttimcs referred to 
me, which I anfwercd as they had ivfiruintd me. 
In the courfe of the detail, having leifure to re- 
fledl on the exccffive improbable abfurdity of 
it, I fought to fee in Mr. Dagger's looh if it 
met with anv credit with him ; but from them 
I could make no certain judgment. The 
only particulars which ftruck me, (and I 
noticed to Mr. Perreau when he returned home) 
was that he talked extremely vague, unfatis- 
faftory, and (he muft excufe me) I thought, 
not like a man of fcnfe, nor a friend, in what- 
ever light he might have taken their ftory* 
The only points he fpoke to that night were, 
" He would fee Mr. Drummond and Mr. Ja- 
mes Adair, both of whom, he infinuatcd he 
could doalmoftany thing with, and know any 
thing from, and from them fhould learn if any 
profecution was intended." I reminded Daniel 
how improper it was to allow Mr. Dagge to 
fpeak with Mr. Adair and Mr. Drummond, 
which mufl difcover to him the falfity of 
what we had told him. Daniel anfwered, 
<' That was true, he would prevent his going, 
and would for that purpofe write to him by 
eight o'clock next morning." 

The following morning (Friday the loth) 
we went about ten o'clock to Golden-Square, 
and found Mrs. Perreau in ' her bedchamber, 

fur* 
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f urrounded with papers and account books, 
which fhe was bufied in inlpcdting and forting 
into different parcels. She told us ^her hui- 
band " was gone ever fince feven o'clock to 
Mr. Henry Daggc to cohfult him at leifure; 
faid he was quite uneafy, at not having money 
ready for Sir Thomas Frankland^ who, proba- 
bly would call that very day for it,^ and that, 
he likewife had gone with a refolution to put 
himfelf entirely into Mr. Dagge's hands, to 
be directed and governed by his advice." Da- 
niel looked both alarmed and offended at 
hearing this, and at his brother's going with- 
out him ; and, I took notice myfelt there was 
a felfijli fomethingy an equivocal duplicity in 
Mrs. Perreau's whole difcourfc and mannerthat 
morning, as much as to fay, "my hulband 
inuft, and, is determined to take care of him- 
felf at all events, and without confidering 
ought elfe, or regarding any thing but his own 
fafety." Going toDagges,Iaiked Daniel, what 
all them papers and account books could be, 
and what his opinion was of what we h-idjufi 
een and heard : he replyed, " he fuppofcd Ihe 
was difpofing her papers and accounts in cafe 
of any accident to Robert, or in cafe he fliould 
be obliged to abfcond. That, as to her con- 
vcrfationlhe was a weak woman, and did not 
herfelf know the mear.ing of what Ihe talked 
about." Not fatisficd with his conftrudions, 
and ever watchful for his happincfs and cre- 
dit, I begged him not to be lulled Into a falfe 

fecurlty^ 
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fccurity by his brother ; reminded him of 
many inftances wherein he had fhewn more 
regard to his brother's intereft than his own, 
and by fo doing materially prcjudicedhimfelf, 
and that, I highly difapprovcd of the clandef- 
tine, difingenuous aftion of Robert's going to 
Mr. Dagge's without us, cfpecially as it was 
mutually agrecdthc preceeding night he Ihould 
wait until we came to accompany him ; that^, 
imlefs we knew what each other did, and 
every word which paflcd with Mr. Dagge, it 
would be imjx){Iible for me to continue to fay 
what they defired* I likewife entreated him to 
go with me, then to confult Ibme difintcrcfted 
lawyer,- both for his own fake and the cafe qf 
my mind; this, he earneftly refufed doing,, 
faying, ** it would only expofe us, and that, 
Mr. Dagge could advife as well as anv other 
folicitor ; and, though he blamed his bro- 
ther's going without us, yet he could not fui>- 
pofe there was any finifter view in it.'* 

When we came to Ruffel Street, Daniel 
dcfired I would wait in the coach, pretending 
Mr. Dagge might have people with him upoh 
bufincfs ; I waited more than half a hour, at 
laft, Paniel brought me into the parlour, they, 
were all vifibly confufed, Daniel looked hurt^ 
and as if fomething had paffedupon which he 
was irrefolute. Mr. Pagge faid, he thought 
Robert Perreau in danger from Mr. Drum- 
inond, he would, by no means allow him to 

venture 
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venture home, .that, if the money conld not 
be obtained for Sir Thomas for that day, he, 
mu{t go off till the affair could be accommo- 
dated, A number of other things to the (Lmie 
tendency was talked over, I clearly now faw, 
that Mr. Dagge's whole attention and care was 
fixed upon Robert. This, was evident from 
all he propofedy and the tenor of his difcourfe ; 
and that, there wzs^z particular diftiniil under-? 
{landing between them. He defircd us to go 
to James Daggers, and, he would try to raife 
money on my jewels in the city, and, from 
thence come to us, Mr. Perreau went direftlr 
to Chrillie, and brought the jewels to him ; 
it Is, neceffary here again to remark, that, all 
all this time Mr. Perreau never permitted me 
to leave his fight, and, the reafon he iioiv af- 
figned for it was, as, I took fo much amifs 
ivhat Robert faid to Mr. James Adair, they 
were afraid, I would if left alone, go to liim to 
pcrfonally, juilify myfelf from the falfliood 
told of me, and expofe them farther, mean- 
i7ig Sir Thomas Frankla?2d mid })oi%r Brooke's 
affairs^ ivhick, tvhen I had on the IVeduejday Jeen 
Mr. Adair y I then, knew nothing whatever of, 

I con fen ted for Mr. Diigge to have the 
raifing of the money; but, dillikcing his man- 
ner and converfation, thinking too, that, I 
faw fome myfterious collufion bctvv.'xthim and 
Robert, and, fearing from theme, they were not 
adting fairly and ingenuoufly towards Daniel ; 

alfo 
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aifo beginning; to confider ferioufly of the To- 
ries they itrr^ inilruaing and prevailiyig with 
me to tell from time to time to Mr. Dagge, 
I grew uneafy upon that fubjed:, and, be- 
feeehcd Daniel then (Friday forenoon) to go 
with me to fomc foUcitor or council of repu- 
tation and abilities, who, would give us a 
judiciom impartial opinion ; " no," he was deaf 
to this, I then pravcd,' conjured him for my 
own peace of mind, to let mc confult a lawyer 
ho'.v far I was myfclf faft in faying to^ Mr. 
Dagge, as they tutored mc, and as I did at 
their" rcqueft. This put him quite in a paffion, 
*' I was a fool to think of fuch nonfenfc, Ibre, 
he and his brother w^ould not aik me to fay, 
w^hat %va^ or could be hurtful to mc, w^as not my 
fafety, and fame as dear, as facrcd to him as' 
his own," andfo forth; however, I continued 
to intrcat him with tears to let me have the 
ilfjired advice; adding, I w^as willing to do any 
thing they required^ only allow me to befatisfiedy 
1 "dujs fafe in doing fo ; and, that he likewife 
was doing right' in following Mr. Dagge's 
councils which I freely declared 1 dijliked, and 
totally difapproved of] No, he would not ou 
any fovjckration, fuller me to fee nor fpcak to 
any lawyer except Mr. Dagge. 

When Daniel and I came to Mr. James 
Dnfj^gc's, Mrs. Terrcau was there, and, in 
carncil conference w^ith Mr. Henry Dagge and 
Robert Fcrrcau ; on my approaching the talk 

ceafed. 
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ceafcd, and, tkcy looked fignificantly it eaclt 
other. 

Afterwards feveral convetnittoiis pa fled be- 

nvixt us and before Mr. EVENOT. (Mr, 

James Daggers brother in law) relative to rai- 

fingmoney that day; which however, was not 

accomplifhed, and repetitions of the fame tale 

to HIM, which, we had told to Dagge and 

agreed to perfift in. I obferved to Daniel, that 

Mr. Daggers difcourfc was the ftrangeft jumble 

of irxponfiftences I ever heard, what he [aid or 

advifed one minute the next he contradifted, 

he was perpetually throwing out Robert's great 

danger. The neceflity of fecuring himfelf 

either by flight to France, or conceal fome 

where in London, or its environs, yet, when 

I, or the PERREAUS preflfed the execution 

of fuch a ftep ; then, no, '' we fliould flay to 

hear what Mr. Drummond faid, and intended. 

See what could be done with rcfpecft to caih, for 

SirThomas,andathoufand fuchlikc equivocal, 

contradiftory advice and protractions ^ all which 

gave me theutmoft difquietudc, and the moft 

ardent defirc to have the opinion of fome other 

lawyer ; for, though I could not devine what 

Mr. Dagge was about or what he meant^ yet, 

common fenfe told mc there was neither rfa/c;i 

nor fafdy (for the Perreaus) in what he did/av, 

and, advife in my hearing, and from thence I 

naturallv inferred, there muft be fomething /mi- 

ftcr znd' unfair, though, I could not penetrate 

^ what 
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wliat that fomdhi7{^ was, its foitrce^ nor dtfn i 
my furmifes indeed were enumerous and vari- 
ous, but, on weighing them all, and reconfi^ 
dering every thing I faw and heardj I con- 
cluded he and Robert Perreau was in league to 
amufe and deceive Daniel and me ; fifar^ as 
tended to Robert's pecuniary advantage in get- 
ting the money for Sir Thomas on our effects, 
and, this I thought, might be Daggers reafon 
for urging us 7iot to abfent ourfelves till we 
faw theilfue of that ; or that, he (Mr. Dagge's) 
had been with Sir "ThcmaSy (which he had 
once propofed, and, that he was afting 
privately for his intcreft, and, in confequence 
detaining us to efFedt that, and laftly, recurred 
to my prior idea that Mr. Dagge and Robert, 
had a particular diftind: underftanding with 
each other, which, they were working upon 
in fome way to Daniel's difadvantage; but, the 
confpiracy againfl me, or a thought of any 
thing prejedicial to me, never entered my im- 
magi nation, nor was it poffible it ihould* 
Confcious as I was (and muft be) that were the 
whole truth told to Mr. Dagge, I could 
not appear, or be judged culpable; on the con- 
trary he muft fee and pity me for the inhuma- 
nity I had been treated with when forced to 
fign the bond prefcnted to MelTrs. Drum- 
mond ; and, fuppoftng Dagge a GOOD or 
JUST man^ acquainted with the real fadls, I 
mult of courfe be free even from cenfure; how 
then could I poflibly apprehend a concerted 

plot 
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pidtto facrificemy LIFE and REPtJTA- 
TION to make nte the victim to fave and fe- 
cure both* To tlie Perreaus, indeed, I never 
entertained an opinion of human nature's bein^^ 
fo corrupt as to be Capable of fudh wickcdnefs! 
Much— much Icfs Ihould I have believed, that 
the man who was in. every moral ferifej and, 
except the merf ceremony, in every divine 
fenfe, my huiband, would Have combmed and 
aided in fo unnatural^ fo horrid a fchcme ! 
The/a^A<^rof my three inofFending, lovely iu- 
fants, whofe helplefs innocence alone ought 
to have engaged him, for their fakes, to have 
held their mother's life, charafter, and pro- 
perty facred ; that in her fond maternal care 
and tender affedrioti they might have a pro" 
tedor, guidtj and fupporty in life ; blcffings 
which his cruel injuftice (and the united 
wrongs of OTHERS) has torn from them; 
and, with their unfortunate wretched mother^ 
they are deprived of every profpcd: oi hap- 
pinefs* 

Plunged into indigence, dlfgracc, and if- 
reparable misfortune, my chilUrens' dcltitute 
ftate is by far my greatefl mifery; what rends 
my foul with agonizing forrow, and what 
alone gives me one wifh for life. I am riow 
their only parent, their fole Ivopc and depend- 
ence. At worjiy I may always afford therta 
fome little afliftance, fome maternal comfort ; 
but for ihii tic, but for their fakes, circum- 
K llantei 
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ilanced a:^. I ara, with the lofs of every thing el/e 
cfefirable and dear in this world. Death w^oulcf 
be a bkjftn^. Sorrows like mine can only ceafe' 
with cxiikncc : ntjr, after the unjufl: injuriei 
I have ex^>erienced, is there any place but the 
jfrjve in which I can hope to reft fecure from 
the {KTfcCutions of malice and fiiiifter wicked- 
nels* • 

Friday the loth, in the evening, Mr.Daggc 
and Robert Perreau went out together, and 
were abfent a confidcrablc tinie.^^ On their 
return, Mr, Daggc, with zn appearance of 
concern and great fur prifc, faid, he had lecn the 
bond; that //^ was cc//i7//f^/, from the writing 
of the fignature, it was a forged one* Upon 
hearing him fay this, I concluded, he had been 
with Mr. Druutmond ; and, taking a piece of 
paper from his pocket, faid to me, '' Look 
** at this; 1 have copied the forgery. Do 
^« you think you could write any thing like 
^' it } Do try to imitate it/* On his repeat- 
ing this, I anfwercd, *' If you have a'ny cu- 
*• riofity to fee my hand writing, its very eafy 
*^ for me to gratify you." Then writing 
Mrs. Perreau upon a fcrap of paper, '^ There, 
'* fir, is my hand writing ; you fee its a very 

* I hive fince besn Inror-red. fom undoubted auiho- 
titv, that this vras the time they tirft wcr.t and laid the 
info mation a^^inft mc at Sir John Fielding's, before 
VV' iiliam Addingion, Efq. then ihe fitting m^giflraic, 
atid prclTcd much to have mc ukcn up thalnighr. 

<* plain 
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*' plain one ;" adding, with a look of con- 
ttniipt, I hoped he was now fatlsficd, Upou 
which he laid, " I don't think, madam, you 
'* forged the bond ; but a forgery it certainly 
** is.'* During this convcrfation, and for 
fome minutes after, the Mclirs. Pcrreaus 
walked about in apparent confufion, and every 
now and then fought to catch my eyes, and 
tell me with theirs, to be fiknt^ mi to mind 
Dagge ; and Robert made fome w^arm cxpref- 
fiony by way of rebuke for an infinuation of 
the kind being thrown out againft me. This 
appearance of candour from him alone de- 
terred me from juftlfying myfelf, by difclofing 
the whole truth that night to Mr. Dagge, 
whofe manner as well ^^Jpccch wore an air of 
infolence and fufpicion. 

It was growing late, and wc were under 
the neceffity to confult, before we feparated 
for the night, what determination to come to; 
for Mr, Dagge allowed then, that no time was 
to be loft ; that the Pcrreaus, muft in all pro- 
bability, go off for a time :(it was from the firft 
propofed for me to accompany them becaufc 
our families fliould fee nothing myfterious, and 
fuppofe us gone to the country a few wxeks 
for the benefit of my health) therefore Mr. 
Dagge planned for us all to ilecp at a hotel 
that night, where he would fee us at eleven 
the next day, and by that hour either fix 
matters /o, that nothing dangerous Ihould 
K 2 ^ trai^fpircj 
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tranfpirc, or afcertaui a certainly that the Pciv 
reaus cnight then to go dircdtly out of the 
kingdom, 

I would not confeiit to go fleep any where 
but in my own houfe, as the fcrvams would 
think our ab fence mo ft extraordinary, and t 
was be fides unprovided with a change of 
cloaths for the journey; but I had motives 
more confcquential than thofc I mentioned ; % 
wanted to be alone with Daniel tp deliver my 
fentiments freely upon that night*s fccne in 
particul4r ; to aik him what it did or coukj 
mean : in fhort, to ix^afon with, to dil^)afl3onT 
ately confult upon tjie whole bufinefs, and a- 
bove all to get him to go with me to acounfcl 
of eminence for an opinion. 

That night ^r* Evwiot faw Mrs. Perreap 
to Goldcn-fquare, who fent back a bundle of 
linen with him for her hufband to travel with. 
He flayed at Mr, James Daggers, and aftej" 
fixing to meet next morning at nine o'clock at 
^n inn by Weftminfter bridge, we wifhed each 
other a good night, and Daniel aqd I went to 
our own houfe^ When we were in our chamr 
ber, inftead of preparing myfelf for bed, I fat; 
down to talk over the occurences of the day, 
Mr« P*iggc^s addrefs to me, his declaring hp 
v/as certain the bond was forged, were to me 
inexplicable myfteries. I was quite perfuaded 
iton\ the McffrSf Drummond's knoivn honor an4 

gOOCjr 
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goodncfs they had not betrayed me to him, and 
I could not yet bring myfelf to conjed:urc that 
Robert Perreau had impofed upon Mr. D. 
any falfity of mc to exonerate or excufe him* 
Hi\ What he hacj faid of that fort to Mr. A- 
dair, was to be fare, extremely bafe, Bijt the 
ritfair was then in its infancy, and in his fan-r 
guinefs to induce Mr. Adair to fpcak in his 
tavor that day to Mr- Drummpnd, might ven^ 
ture a defperate falfliood without a prcmedU 
tated defign to injure me ; alfo prefuming 
upon my great and demonftratcd regard for 
hirii, too, in fome degree, forgive the offence 
if it had elTentially ferved him. Thus I ar^ 
gued in my own mind relative to that circum- 
fiance; but 7:0^0 the cafe was almoft in every 
{cn(c different ; accnfing me clandeftinely to 
Mr. Dagge, was the EXCESS of villainy, 
injufticeitjdfy aggravated by INGRATITUDE, 
and the moll confummate hypocrify and trea- 
chery, I could not give way to this furmife ; 
though I could not help feeing appearances 
which ftrongly fpoke fomcthing like it. Next 
I confidcred Daniel ; to fi/fpojc him privy to 
any bad defign againft me on this matter, was, 
as I have before faid, totally impoffible/or m 
to do; and to think his brother deceiving us 
both, was, in my opinion, cdYrymg fufpicion 
beyond the bounds of natm'c ; I therefore re- 
jefted the thought the icftant it glanced on 
Uiy imaginationi, 

What 
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What I argued with Daniel, correfpondcnt 
with thefe ideas and way of thinking, he pre- 
tended to be as little able as myfelt" to inter- 
pret Mr. Dagge's behaviour, vindicated hh 
brother from iwving any fmifler dcfigns, and 
cal^rccd, as a proof of his equity and refpett 
to me, the warm rebuke he gave when the 
unfavourable infinuations was thrown out by 
Mr. Dngge, and an exclamation Mrs. Pcrreau 
made while thefe were paffing ; for which hei 
huiband certainly did reprimand her feverely ; 
and indeed, that exclamation furprlfed and 
puzzled me then as much '.is any thing elfe. 
I now fee //, and all the reft, a joint-con- 
rertcd affair ; for Ihe knew that Mr. Daggc 
pnd Robert were then come from Sir John 
Fielding's, from giving information againft 
me. However, J could only judge from r//2- 
b!e matters ; and they were ftill fpecious enough 
to blind me to their real proceedings. I again 
urged my defire to go to a lawyer, being now 
more than ever diffatisfied and fufpicious of 
Mr, Dagge's duplicity. His defiring us to 
ftay at an inn till we faw or heard from him 
next dav, ftruck me; as either the aft of IG- 
NORANCE or TREACHERY; and this 
laft idea made me think it polTiblc that he 
was deceiving us all; otherwife, when he de^ 
clarcd he fcarcely thought the Perreaus fafc 
from one moment to another, why require 
their ftay at an inn to receive news, which, if 
favourable, could be difpatchcd after them ; 
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if unfavourable, might loofe their live^ bf 
liaying here to hear it. This I repeated and 
and argued to Daniel ; conjured him, for 
heaven's fake ! to rifle oothing ; and' on my 
knees prayed, befeechcd him to lay the cafe 
botbre counfcl next morning, previous to 
going to the Inn, by which he would know 
whether what Dagge advifed relative to Hay- 
ing was at all proper. No, not all I fa'id 
could move him to do fo. ^^ It was folly in 
" me to think of it ; cfpecially when the 
" bufincfs was to come to a conclufion, one 
** way or other, the next forenoon. Dagge 
*^ too muft not be aifronted; he would in 
*^ that cafe tell his conjed:ures to the world." 
in fine, he pofitivcly would not go, nor fufFcr 
me to go, to any lawyer ; and, to evade any 
farther importunities, refolved not to ex- 
change a word more with mc that night, pre- 
tending, that all I faid was nonfenfical, fuf- 
picious, and imprudent ralhnefs. He ad- 
hered to his word, and did not fpcak the 
remainder of the night. I changed my drefs, 
put on that I propofed to travel in, and in 
that threw myfelf on my bed for the night. 
With a mind filled with every imaginable 
afflidion, at {<i\'tn next morning called my 
woii^an up, told her 1 was going for a week 
to the couhtry, and ordered her t"o pack up a 
few changes of iinen, which Ihe accordingly 
did ; but I took nothing elfe vAth mc, as our 

clothes, 
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clothes, if wanted, or we made a ftay irl 
France, were to be fcnt after us. 

I exerted my litmoft fortitude to appe;?r 
conipofed Ix^forc the fcrvants, while my heart 
was a prey to the keencft pangs. I dreaded 
to hear the voices of my children Hiould they 
wakcj P.nd ihould they ledve their nuifcry^ 
nnd be broug;ht to me as was cullomary every 
morning at breakfalt ; their fniiling innocence' 
would bave^difartned mcof all refolution, and 
I could then fooncr faced Death itfclf, had 
that been the alternative, than torn myfclf 
from them : to evade this, I hurried Mr. rer- 
rcau, v/ho, to do him juiVice, fecmed as di* 
llrefsfully affected as myfclf, equally anxious 
to avoid hearing or feeing our infants, for 
v;hom hitherto he had fliewn the tendereft af- 
feftion and anxiety. I fliould be wanting ia 
candor, not to fay this for him, and when I 
refleft at this hour the fatherly attention he 
ufed to pay them, the fond delight with which 
he carefled,fpokc of,and prcfentcd them to our 
acquaintance and friends ; his having dlfgra- 
ced them by expofing their illegitimacy and 
tobbing them of a fubfillence, by affigning a- 
way his wliole property and mine, confounds 
reafon, and makes me aUnoft th^nk it is a 
drearuy not a nailty. 

Sure I am that his conduft upon the FA-* 
TAL bufinefs is at once the moft extraordinary 

aiKl 
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;3ind indefimble that ever was praftifed by man. 
We had no money but the 50I. he had bor- 
rowed upon my match a day or two before, 
jjnd five guineas, with fome filver I had in my 
purfe ; the gold I gave the houfekeeper for 
domeftic expences in our abfence. My jewels 
Daniel had in his pocket, for I infilled on 
having them home from Mr. Dagge, 
upon his behaving fo the preceding night, 
and I likewife now declared I would not agree 
to have them difpofed of, or ufed for any *pur- 
pofe, that I was not firji ccfrrcinced would effec- 
tually extricate him from all difficulty ; and 
this he moft folemly promifjed to abide by. 

We got to the inn by nine o'clock, where I 
cxpedted to have found Robert Perreau and 
Mr. Evenot in waiting. No, ten o'clock, ele- 
ven o'clock came, no Robert Perreau, nor any 
mcffage, letter, or notice from him, nor Mr. 
Pagge. My patience was now quite exhauft- 
ed, I ran over in my mind all the previous in- 
cidents and appearances, I viewed them with 
an increafe of diftruft. I told Daniel fo ; who 
fcarcciy treated me with common decency in 
his replies j invented a number of excufes for 
the delay, and ftill denied my going to a coun- 
fel, though I now demanded with more car- 
neltnefs, if poffiblc, than ever. 

About twelve o'clock, I grew almoft fran- 
tic with the difregard Daniel paid to my rc- 
L prefentations 
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prefcntations and requefts, and protefted that 
if he did not go with me that moment to a 
lawyer, nothing but his detaining me by ac, 
tual violence ihould prevent me going myfelf, 
and that if he oppofed it, I woald alarm the 
houfe, and inform them why he made me a 
prifoner. This threat changed his language 
and manners ; he appeared to liflen, to feci the 
force of what I urged, which I did with tears 
of anguilh ; and writing fomcthing which he 
direftcd to Mr. Evenot, faid, if I w^uld re- 
, frain from going to a lawyer till we went toMr. 
JamcsDagge's, and he ^^nc in that letter to eiv- 
quir« the rcafons why the parries were not at 
the inn agreeable to appointment, if I was not 
then fatisfied, he would not afterwards oppofe 
my confuUing a counfel, or doing whatever I 
plealed. Unhappily for me I aflfented to this, 
went ivith him to the end of Southampton- 
itreet, where he defired I would wait. He 
fteppcd into Mr. James Dagge's, and inform- 
ed hmilclt what had occ^fioned their delay. 

I fat in the coach above an hour ; at length, 
both the Perreaus came and Mr. Evenot. 
They feated themfelves, looked at each other, 
I afked where we were now to go, and what 
was to be done. Daniel flirugged up his 
Moulders, and muttered, '' He did not know.^ 
Robert evaded my qucftion by enquiring how 
the children did ? I bur ft into tears, sndbc<r- 
ged him not to mention them ; I was unahte 

toi 
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^ fupport tlie anguilh the recollediion of 
them gave me. Then, as if he had remember- 
ed at that inftant, faid, " Brother, wc forgot 
to finilh the affignment ^^ of the houfe, you 
muft ftep back with me to execute that ; Mr, 
Dagge will be much vexed if it is not done 
before we fet off." Daniel replied, it was 
well recollected, and they left the coach as if 
to tranfad: that bufmefs. Mr. Evenot re- 
^nained with me by their defire, under pre- 
tence of company. I noticed that Mr. Evenot 
looked extremely Ihocked and unhappy ; I 
aiked him if any thing had occurred that fore- 
noon worfe than I knew ; and what had pre- 
vented our appointment taking place ? He 
faid, " He did not know, Mr Dagge had 
been engaged all the morning,and he fuppofed 
that occafioned the delay ; however, he kn^w 
no particulars. That the affair in general had 
given him deep concern, and wiihed Mr. James 
Dagge had been in town." I mofl: fincerel/ 
wiihed the fame. However, fufpefting from 
his exprefling this wifh, that what Henry 
Dagge had faid of its being a forgery, made 
fome impreflion on him. I talked over to 
him the ftory concerted by the Perreavis, with 
a vimv to diffipate any furmife he might en- 
tertain to the Ferreaus difadvantage, 

* The aflfignment of the honfe was to reimburfe Sir 
Thomas rr:<nklaii<i for the 40.00 1. borrowed from him to 
fay for it. 

After 
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After a confidcrablc time, Daniel Game, I 
afkcd where his brother was? He anfwered, he 
was taken up, at Mr. Drummonds fuit, and, 
that he intended to take me up, " Take me up 
Mr* Perrcau ! your brother take mcup, furely 
your mad?" For what, in the name of heaven 
could he take me up, were, he even wicked 
enough to think of fuch a fchcme." It was 
certainly fo. Daniel faid, that his Brother 
w^as obliged to do it, I afked him how he 
could prevail upon himfelf to tell mc fuch a 
ftory ? did he come there to bring me to the 
Ihame of appearing like a culprit before a ma- 
giflrate; and was he fo wicked not to go from 
thence that moment wdth me, to give me time 
to defend and fecure myfelf properly againft 
fuch unheard of villainy. Afked for money, 
and my jewels. He faid, '^Dagge had taken 
rhem, and only left him five guineas. That, he 
could not think of going to leave his brother 
to a profecution." Enraged at this flagrant 
bafenefs, I protefted I would no longer Ihew 
them any favour ; that, I would vindicate 
myfelf, aiad tell the truth, however fatal the 
confequenccs might be to them : that, my eyes 
were now open to their infamy, and, I Ihould 
juflify myfelf, fince, they had dared to attempt 
to treat me with fuch wicked injuftice. Da- 
niel faid to Mr. Evenot, " here is a converfa- 
tion, I never thought her a bad women till 



now." 
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This fpeech was fo full of art, fo Ihockingj 
that it ilruck me dumb with amazement and 
horror, I could not eafily perfuademyfelf that 
I heard right, or, that it could poffibly be Da- 
niel Perreau, that uttered k ; and, as I plainly 
faw, it was calculated to give Mr. Evenot a 
bad opinion of my condudt, I inftantly furmi- 
fed the plot was full of finifter mifchicf, and' 
had been laid before that day. While I was 
revealing this, Mr. Bond, Sir John Feclding'* 
clerk with Robert Perreau came into the coach. 
I do not recoiled: I opened my lips till we 
came into the office in Bo^v-Street, 

The examination did not begin for fome 
time, in the interim I reproached Daniel Per- 
reau feverely, he, avoided me as much as 
poffible. Robert once or twice coming near 
me, I afked him what all this mknt, and, if 
he imagined I lliould NOT juftify myfelf. 
He, replied to this, " That, it was Dagge's 
doings, he could not help it, and, if I would 
only be fcj good as to iay to the magiftratc, 
*« that I gave him the bond," we Ihould both 
be acquitted without any more quellions being 
afked us." 

I faid, I fhould fay nothing without firft ha- 
ving a lawyer's opinion, and, often applied 
to Daniel to fend for one; he pretended he did, 
but W7W came. However, I confiJered, that 
uotwithftandiug their unjuft terrible behaviour 

t« 
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fo rt\€f if my filcnce could extricate Kobefty 
(Daniel was then unaccufed) without injuring' 
myfelf, I flipuld certainly do it out of mere 
humanity to him and his family; that, it was 
« tender point, and, that I fhould at leaft, feci 
a folid fatisfadtion, by rendering ^ood for eviL 
I cheriftied this mild fentiment, and, when 
I was alked by the magiftrate, if, I gave that 
Bond (the one prefentedto McfT. Drummonds) 
to Mr. Robert Perreau ; I anfwered, Yes, 

I was then aiked where I had the faid bond 
from. I alked ; was I obliged to declare that 
now? Upon receiving an anfwer. No; I was not^ 
I faid then, I begged to be excufed at prefent 
from faying how I came to have the bond.' Mr. 
Robert Perreau on his examination, faid, I 
was not his brother's wife, and, that my name 
w^as Rudd ; that he offered the bond to Meflv 
Drummonds, believing it a true one. The 
declaration which expofedmy not being mat- 
ried to Daniel Perreau, offended mc, and, 
wounded my mind more than aught elfe; I 
could forgiven any thing on earth fooner than 
this Ihameful injury, and I believe every one* 
prefent, faw it a piece of wicked cruelty. We- 
were to be examined at fix o'clock again, we 
went together into a room to dinner. There, 
Robert exerted all his rhetoric to footh me into 
a belief, that Mr. Dagge had betrayed en^ien 
him, had difcovered firft, that I was Mrs. Rudd, 
mt Mr-s. Perreau, and in fine, that, what he 

Jiimfelf 
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himfclf did, and faid, he was compelled to ; 
that no harm could come to me, and that 
he would do every thing in his power, after 
this to make me fome reftitution for the odium 
he was compelled at that junfture to caft 
on me, 

I defired him to fpare himfclf the trouble 
of endeavouring to amufe and deceive me far- 
ther : that though I did not under/land laWy I 
knew common fenfty and that told me I ought to 
take care of myfclf, by guarding againil vil- 
lainous injuftice, fuch as he and\ Daniel had 
given me a confiderable fpecimen of. This 
was chiefly what paffed. On our fccond ap- 
pearance before the magiftrate, I was not 
a{ked any thing whatever ; but he faw it pro- 
per to detain us until Sir John Fielding gave 
nis anfwer to a report fent him on the bufi- 
nefs ; and, in confequence of Sir John's anfwer, 
Robert Perreau and I were fent that night to 
Torhill-field's prifon. At eleven o'clock, 
while we were before the magiftrate the fecond 
time, counfellor Baily came accidentally in; 
and as I was going out of the office, accofted 
me, telling me his name, and thofe families 
where he had feveral years ago met me on 
yifits* I then rccollefted him, and, happy 
in having a perfon of his profeffion to fpcak 
to, and confult, I immediately retained him, 
and laid the whole truth and tranfaftion open 
to him as far as I myfclf knew, 

Th<^ 
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The Perreaus looked vifibly fhocked and 
vexed upon finding I had at laft got counfeL 
I defired to go to a feparate room from Ro- 
bert. Daniel and I held fome converfation 
previous to my going tp prifon : it confifted 
of ambiguous anrvvcrs from him to whatever I 
faid ; and finding that, I defifted from purfu- 
ingthe fubjcft. I urged him to take care of 
himfelf, being now free to avail himfelf and 
abfcond. He faid, he had no money but two 
guineas ; upon which Igave him my diamond 
flippers, and my diamond hoop ring to fupply 
him with money for his immediate wants. 
He gave me the two guineas, as I had parted 
with the laft half-crown I was miftrefs of to 
pay coach hire. He feemcd then rather in- 
clined to abfent himfelf : he talked fomewhat 
of my joining him, if difcharged, which he 
could not conceive but I muft be in the next 
examination. To this I faid, his conduft 
was fuch, and wore that face to me which 
made it imj)offible for me ever to attach myfelf 
in future to him. I Ihould not enter into re- 
petitions, or even aflc him to explain the con- 
fpiracy. I did not cxpeft veracity from him* 
I faw enough to convince me, that it w^as a 
concerted fcheme of his, Robert's, arid Mr, 
Dagge's. 

However, I not only wifhed him fafe, but 
was anxiouily foHcitous he fliould make him- 
felf fo, and affured him that I would fay no* 

thing 
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thing againfi Robert unlcfsjuftice to myfelf 
eompclkd mci 

The next foretiooti ^ we were brouglit be- 
fore Sir John. Robert was firft examined ; 
and when I was called in. Sir John aflked me 
who gave me the bond ? I then faid, I firft 
received it from Mr. Robert Perreau^ and re- 
turned it as his property*. On making this 
reply, I was that day afked nothing more* 
When we came to the outer room^ Robert 
faid, " This is a ftrange change." I defired 
to have no converfation with him ; that I told 
the trutlh and fhould continue fo to do. Da- 
niel followed me into a private room in the 
houfe we went into^ from the public office- I 
afked him, why he ftaid, and admoniftedhim 
again to abfcond. ^' No, he could not, let 
" what would be the confequence to himfelf ; 
«' he muft not leave his brother ; for if he did, 
*^ //f (Robert Perreau) was a loft man."^ I 
by no means comprehended the true nieaning 
of this fpccch then ; but it now appeafs, that 
it meant, if he did not ftay to give evidence 
^gainft me, his brother had no chance to 
efcape ; for their plan was, that Robert to 
be the INFORMER, and Daniel the EVI- 
DENCE to corroborate his INFORMA- 
TION I and as this could riot be done, as a 

* Sunday the l2th df MarcH; 

M w^/^7 
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"^ifei I \^d^ for that rcafon, and with that, 
vievv, dilavowed* 

In prifon, I parncularly dcfired that Ro- 
bert Perrcau might have noaccefs to mc; nor 
would I go with him in the fame coach to, 
and from thence to Bovv-ftreet, In the even- 
ing, (Sunday the i2rh) he paflcd my window 
feyeral times, as if to let me fee how anxious 
he was to fpcak to mc. My counfel was with 
me, and hefaid, Robert fccmed fo uneafy, 
polSUy he might have fomcthing eflcntial to 
fay, he would go out and talk to him; accord- 
ingly did ; but nothing paffjd, except indif- 
criminate accufations of Mr. Dagge ; protefta- 
tions hov^ innocent he was of all intention to 
injure me, but that the whole had been done 
by Mr. Dagge, without his privacy: and find- 
ing liimfelf in that dangerous predicament, he 
pcrfilted in faying I gave him the bond ; pre-- 
Jumin% I would /till fay the fame, and that the 
whole affair would dropt there: that my decla- 
ration >* on that forenoon had quite turned the 
face of things^ and if I continued to fay fo, 
nothing could fave him from deftruftion ; but 
he yet hoped I would in pity fpare him. 
Mr, Bailey anfwercd, he knew I would not fay 
any thing to prejudice him farther than what 
common juftice to myfclf required. They came 

* That I had received the bond from him, and return- 
ed it to him as his property. 

togc- 
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together into my room. Robert faid, he Hopecf 
I would not explain matters fo as to hurt him : 
I'hat he wifucd Mr. Bailey to be his counfcl too. 
I replied, he could not aft for both; however, 
Mr. Bailey was certainly at liberty to chnfe Jiis 
client; and I muftbegto decline the fubjeft. 
Mrs.Perreauand Dr. Brooke, inafewminutes/ 
called him away ; he returned when they were 
gone ; fa id, he had given the doftor my dia- 
mond necklace to fiknce him, and that Sir 
Thomas Frankland had been there alfo, and 
promifed on condition of his demand being 
fatisficd by the affignmcnt of the houfe, jew-, 
els, and other eftefts, that he would not profe- 
cute. After telling me this, he left me. Da- 
niel coming to vifit him that night, was de- 
tained at the fuit of Dr. Brooke. I faw no- 
thing of either till the Tuefday morning, 
when they furprized me in my apartment. 
Theunexpefted appearance of Daniel, a prifo- 
ner, and in chains, drew from me a fcream of 
horror; I covered my eyes, unable to fupport 
the heart-rending fight. They faid, " This is a 
moft ferious bufinefs, Caroline, our live% are in 
your hands, we truft you will not difcover any 
thing to endanger them." I replied, by infill- 
ing on their withdrawing inftantly, adding, 
as to you Mr. Robert Perrcau, after what you 
have done, I will hold no converfation whate- 
ver with you : and as to you Mr. Perreau, 
(addrefllng Daniel) if you have any thing to 
Jay or propofe relative to our fchildren or do- 

meftic 
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mejftic concerns, tarn willing to hear it, pro- 
vided fome one is preient to ivitncfs what paf- 
fes ; otherwife, I defire you'll leave mc imme- 
diately : on which they both left the room. 

This interview had fliocked mc ib much, I 
was icarccly in my fenfes for hours after- 
wtirds; and to augment my wretchednefs fe- 
veral people came from talkmg to them, and 
reported they were traducing me in the nioft 
terrible terms. 

Particularly Mr. Gale the upholflerer (jiid, 
Daniel told him, ^-' He would not regard bcr 
ing hanged himfelf, if he coulj but have the 
pleafure to hang me firft." The reader \^ill 
conceive how infinitely I muft be Ihocked on 
hearing of this horrid fpecch. The follow- 
ing day (Wednefday the 15th) the Pcrreaus 
and I were brought before the fitting magi- 
ftrates at New Quild-Hall, WeiVminfter, 
where Meflrs. Drummowds, Sir Thomas 
Frankland, and Dr. Brooke, appeared, and, 
togetlier with other pcrfons as witneffes, gave 
evidence againiT: Robert and Daniel IVrrcau. 
After thewhole examination was g;one through, 
I was in thePRESExNCE a^d^HEARING 
OF the faid pxofccutors, alked if I would in- 
form the bench what I knew relative to the 
matter (the bench having no manner of 
c;harge, as I firmly believe, againft mc tq 
j\i(tify my being committed for profecution), 
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I was then fworn, and gave evidence ; but 
there not being time to take my examination 
fully, I was remanded back to prilbn v and 
pn the Friday following, was brought up to 
the public office in Bow-ftrcct, and there, as 
I verily believe again, nothing appeared 
againft metojuftify my being committed for 
profccution, 

After being, with the mod pathetic elo-^ 
quence and awful folemnlty, interrogated by 
the Bench, and admonillied of the ferious 
confequence of what I was going to declare, 
as it might affcd: the lives of two men, and 
alfo the danger and fatal comcquences to my^ 
felf, if I then mifreprcfented orfupprefled cuiy 
thing I knew relative to the forgeries, I was 
again fworn, and my examination taken in 
writing; and I then entered into recognizance, 
with fureties, to appear and give evidence 
againft the Meffrs. Perreaus, at the Old 
Bailey, 

I was afterwards informed the recognir 
zances were taken by miftake for Weftminfter 
inftead of HicR's-Hall ; but on receiving no^ 
tice from the foHcitor for the profecution, that 
the bills were to be preferred at HickVHall, 
^nd my attendance there to give evidence re- 
quired. I accordingly attended, though I was 
ftot by my recognkances bound fo to do, and 
decliqea availing myfelf thereof. When I 

can^e 
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came to Hicks's-Hall, the faid folicitor caufed 
my name to be put on the bills of indift- 
ment, and I accordingly gave evidence before 
the grand jury. Afterwards the profecutors, 
their witncffcSj and myfelf, were called into 
court, where we all and fevcrally entered into 
recognizances to give evidence at the Old 
Bailey on the indiftments then found. Agree- 
able to this I attended at the Old Bailey to 
give evidence, and received notice in writing 
lb to do from the profecutor's folicitor, and 
waited there during the whole time of the trial 
of Robert Perreau ; and being, after the fame 
was over, fent for into court, was, to my 
great furprife and aftonifhmcnt, ordered into 
cuftody. 



T H E 
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THE Public may be af- 
fured that the publi- 
cation of this Narra- 
tive was not through any li- 
nifter motives : urged by a 
juft fenfe of my own inno- 
cence ; the cruel and falfe af- 
perlions thrown againft me, 
I fubmit the real circumftan- 
tial detail effaces to the pub- 
lic infpe^lion. My proceed- 
ings in refpe6l to the Per- 
reaus, have been fufficiently 
julHfied in the public papers, 
and in this Narrative; and 
a6^uated by a humane prin- 
ciple for the man I once look- 
ed 



^d upon iii the tendereft tye^ 
I refofed laying open to the 
\vorld private and particular 
circumftanc^s (now related) 
which might have been look- 
ed upon as prejudications a- 
gainit-thofe unfortunate men* 
The reader will, no doubt, re- 
colle6l, that I even deferred 
pubhfliing my third Cafe, 
Jokly for thofe humane mo- 
tives j but my prefent fuff'er- 
ings, the tender pangs of a 
mother, her three children, 
and the many cruel misfor- 
tunes I have met with, too 
poignantfor defcription ; join- 
ed to the ungenerous and 

cruel 
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I cruel invecflives, they have 
propagated in their defences 
againff me, demanded a fair,. 
candid,and explicit narrative 
of the whole Proceedings, 
that the public might, unin- 
fluenced, and impartially 
judge between us. 

My prefent confined and 
horrid fituation ; the prefent 
heart thread-breaking, and 
maternal feeling for my ofF- 
fpring ; and give me leave to 
. add, the injuries I have re- 
" ceived in the opinion of the 
public againft me, I hope will 
have fome weight. This I 
am confcious of, that feeling 
N hearis 
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hearts will, upon confiderlng 
my prefent fituation,conGeive, 
and Gommiferate the woes 
which I am obliged at prefent 
to endure. 

I beg leave to fign my felf, 
with the utmoft deference 
^nd refpedl, the Public's 

Moji obedient Servant^ 
M. C. R U D D. 



